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MINUTES

South Carolina Auctioneer's Commission

Conference Call Meeting

3:30 P.M., August 7, 2002

Synergy Business Park

110 Centerview Drive, Kingstree Building, Room 104-01
Columbia, South Carolina

Mr. Moody, Chairman, of Darlington, called the conference call meeting of the S.C.
Auctioneer's Commission meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. Other members participating
during the meeting included: Rebecca Frierson, of Newberry; Harriett McCoy, of Hopkins;
and Fred Mullis, of Lancaster.

Jeffrey Shaw, of West Columbia, was not present for the conference call meeting.

Staff members participating during the meeting included: Sharon Dantzler, Deputy
General Counsel, LLR-Office of General Counsel; Sandra Dickert, Administrative
Assistant; Dwight Hayes, Interim Administrator; Lenora Miles, Assistant Administrator;
and Barry Moreland, Administrative Assistant.

Mr. Moody announced that public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the S. C.
Auctioneer Commission office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, Room 104-01
and provided to all requesting persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with
Section 30-4-80 of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. He also noted that a
quorum was present.

Approval of the May 28, 2002 Meeting Minutes
Ms. Dickert noted one correction to the last paragraph on page two. She noted that the
word "room™" was left out of the minutes.

MOTION
Mr. Mullis moved the minutes of the May 28, 2002 meeting be approved as amended. Ms.
Frierson seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Unfinished Business

Review/Approval of Applications

1. Application by Reciprocity

a. Rankin, Jr., Robert H.

Mr. Rankin is attempting to obtain his auctioneer's license by reciprocity with North
Carolina. He has met all requirements, however, his credit report shows unpaid bills for
$141.00 and lists four liens.

The Commission discussed Mr. Rankin's testimony from the August 5, 2002 meeting. Mr.
Rankin’'s testimony indicated that the liens are all in the same amount. He attempted to
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discover the nature of the liens by contacting the Gaston County (North Carolina)
Courthouse and learning that the liens are not on file with the county courthouse. He had
contacted Equifax and discovered that he and his wife were assessed for payroll
(withholding) taxes for four quarters. He indicated his wife had owned a computer
business at one time and the payroll taxes in question were assessed after the business
had closed. He said he was waiting on documentation from Equifax regarding this matter.

MOTION

Ms. McCoy moved the Commission approve Mr. Rankin for licensure contingent Mr.
Rankin show proof of his credit disposition within one year. The motion was seconded by
Ms. Frierson and unanimously carried.

2. Application by Examination

a. Slater Jay T.

Mr. Slater is attempting to obtain his auctioneer's license by examination. He has passed
the exam, however, his credit report shows four charged-off accounts.

Mr. Slater's testimony indicated the accounts on his credit report were during the time he
was laid off from his job in Greenville. He had noted that the accounts indicate a zero
balance and that all of the accounts have been paid. He had also indicated he recently
borrowed (approximately eight months ago) $600,000 in real estate loans. He had
presented evidence that the four accounts in question had been paid.

MOTION

Ms. McCoy made a motion, seconded by Mr. Mullis, that the commission issue Mr. Slater
a license based on showing proof that the debts are resolved. Mr. Mullis seconded the
motion, which carried unanimously.

a. Coker, James R.
Mr. Coker is attempting to obtain his auctioneer's license by examination. He has passed
the exam, however, his credit report shows two charged-off credit card accounts.

Mr. Coker's testimony during the August 5, 2002 meeting had included evidence that the
First USA credit card account had been paid. He had indicated he is attempting to
discover the holder of the other credit card account. The credit report shows this account
has a $46.00 balance. He testified he is also attempting to work with the insurance
company on the medical account for Dr. Malcolm. He had indicated that if this is the
physician he saw with Dr. Nguyen's group, he had paid the deductible on the day of his
visit. The credit report shows this account has a $113.00 balance.

Per Mr. Coker's testimony his application was amended to answer "no" to questions 8, 9,
10, and 11. He also answered yes to question 12, which asks if he has ever been
arrested. Mr. Coker's arrest record indicates he does not have an arrest record. He
testified that he was arrested in 1990 for DUI.

MOTION
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Mr. Mullis moved the commission accept Mr. Coker's application. The motion was
seconded by Ms. McCoy and unanimously carried.

b. Coponen, Douglas
Mr. Coponen is attempting to obtain his auctioneer's license by examination. He has
passed the exam, however, his credit report shows several liens and collection accounts.

Mr. Coponen's testimony indicated he had been attempting to locate the invoice for the
$5,791.00 lien in question on his credit report. He had indicated he is not sure what the
lien if for, however, he believes it may be a Nextel phone bill from when he owned a
concrete business, which has since closed. He currently constructs houses with a
company owned by his brother. He had stated he had recently purchased a home and
this lien did not come into question. He had also testified that his father has opened an
auction firm, The Auction Group, and if, granted an auctioneer license, would be working
with this firm.

MOTION

Ms. McCoy moved that Mr. Coponen have to show the exact origin and disposition of the
lien in the amount of $5,791.00 and either prove to the commission that he doesn't owe
it or that he has resolved it otherwise prior to issuing his license. Mr. Mullis seconded the
motion. A discussion ensued regarding a similar situation. Ms. McCoy withdrew this
motion.

Ms. McCoy moved the commission deny the application with permission to reapply at
such time that he can give the commission a satisfactory explanation of the origin and
disposition of the lien. Mr. Mullis seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

c. Jones, Michael W.

Mr. Jones is employed with the National Guard and was not available to attend the
meeting. During the meeting on August 5, 2002 Mr. Moody had asked that this matter be
placed on the agenda for the next meeting. It was determined that Mr. Jones has been
scheduled to appear on several occasions.

MOTION

Ms. Frierson moved the commission deny Mr. Jones's license based on the fact that he
has not satisfied the commission that he qualified for a license. Ms. McCoy seconded the
motion, which carried unanimously.

Review/Approval of Reciprocal Agreement with Tennessee

Mr. Hayes stated the State of Tennessee is requesting a reciprocal agreement with South
Carolina. He further stated this agreement would waive the exam for the applicants,
however, all other requirements must be met prior to licensure in South Carolina. He
continued by saying it appears that Tennessee is updating their records.

MOTION
Mr. Mullis moved to approve the reciprocity agreement with Tennessee. The motion was
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seconded by Ms. McCoy and unanimously carried.

Discussion Topics

Ms. Frierson discussed the auction advertisements in the Sunday edition of the
newspaper. She noted that there are errors in some of the advertisements, which include
no name identification, no phone number and no address. She suggested the commission
begin fining the offenders in this situation. Mr. Moody appointed Mr. Mullis and Ms.
Frierson to scan the newspapers for wrongful advertisements. He asked that they submit
these advertisements to staff for investigation.

Ms. McCoy voiced concern over Mr. Shaw's continued absences at the commission
meetings. Staff noted that the statute indicates a commission member must have three
consecutive absences before the commission could ask that the member be removed.

Ms. McCoy suggested the commission develop guidelines on smaller collection issues
found on the applicants’ credit reports.

Mr. Moody asked that the next agenda include the collection issues on credit reports, the
estate law and the complaint process.

Ms. Frierson stated she had been made aware there might be some monies left in the
Auctioneers’ account just before the end of the year. She worked on using the money for
one of the commission members to attend the national convention. She indicated the
commission was unable to send a member to this particular convention. She briefly
discussed the commission attending the national convention and the South Carolina State
Convention. It was strongly suggested that a commission member attend the NAOLA
convention.

Ms. Frierson stated she attended the last meeting of the South Carolina Auctioneers’
Association Board meeting. She further stated there have been some changes within this
organization and indicated the association would be much more aggressive in sending out
their newsletter. She also stated the association has offered to include any information,
such as class dates, sanctions, application denials, the commission would like to publish.
She continued by saying the association is asking that the commission assist with some
of the costs, which would be the mailing and printing. She indicated the association is
looking at publishing a newsletter on a quarterly basis.

Ms. McCoy questioned Mr. Hayes if the commission would be able to publish its own
newsletter this year. Mr. Hayes stated the budget does not look as though the
commission would be able to publish a newsletter this year unless the economy improves
and the commission obtains more money. Ms. McCoy stated she is willing to look at
communication through the association to publish the newsletter as an insert as long as
the commission had control over the content. Ms. Frierson stated she would also only
agree to inserting the commission’s information only if the commission had control over
its content. A discussion ensued regarding the possible cost of the newsletter. The
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commission asked that the newsletter be an agenda topic for the next meeting.

Adjournment
There being no further business to be brought before the Commission at this time, the
meeting adjourned at 4:32 p.m.
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