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MINUTES 
South Carolina Auctioneers’ Commission 

Meeting 
10:00 a.m., August 22, 2011 

Synergy Business Park 
110 Centerview Drive, Kingstree Building Room 108 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 

 
NOTE:  These minutes are a record of the motions and official actions taken by the Commission 
and brief summary of the meeting.  A transcript of this meeting providing more detail will be 
available on the Commission’s website:  www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/auctioneers. 
 
Meeting Called to Order 
James Blocker, chairman, of Walterboro, called the regular meeting of the Auctioneers’ 
Commission to order at 10:00 a.m.  Other members participating in the meeting included:  
Wendell Christopher, of Roebuck; Matthew Holiday, of Spartanburg; Victor Avendano, of Mt. 
Pleasant; and Michelle Pinkney, of Irmo.  
 
Staff members participating in the meeting included:  Lenora Addison-Miles, Administrator; 
Sheridon Spoon, Assistant General Counsel; Theresa Garner, Program Assistant; and Bobby 
Taylor, OIE Investigator.  
 
Public Notice 
Mr. Blocker announced that public Notice of this meeting was properly posted at the S. C. 
Auctioneer’s Commission Office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, and provided to all 
requesting persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of the 
South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Excused Absences 
All members were present. 
 
Approval of the May 16, 2011 Meeting Minutes 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission approve the May 16, 2011 meeting minutes as 
presented.  Mr. Avendano seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Chairman’s Remarks – James Blocker 
Mr. Blocker welcomed everyone to the meeting, along with the new board members Mr. 
Avendano, Mr. Holiday, and Mrs. Pinkney.  He acknowledged Mr. Moody, Mr. Martin, and Mrs. 
Towery for their dedicated service to the board.   
 
Administrator’s Remarks – Lenora Addison-Miles 
Mrs. Addison-Miles reported to the Commission that the agency has initiated the use of court 
reporters to provide a verbatim transcript for all board meetings.  She also welcomed the new 
board members.  Mrs. Miles extended thanks to Mr. Moody, Mr. Martin, and Mrs. Towery for 
their dedicated service to the Commission as well as the auctioneering profession.  

http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/auctioneers
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The June 10, 2011 examination results were as follows; there were 16 auctioneer candidates 
and 15 passed the exam.  The average score was 80.  There were two candidates for the 
apprentice examination, with one passing the exam.  The next examination is scheduled for 
September 9, 2011.  
 
The renewal period ended on June 30, 2011.  There are currently 900 auctioneers and 146 
auction firms licensed thru June 30, 2013.  There are 38 auction firms and 188 auctioneers that 
failed to renew, those licenses lapsed effective June 30, 2011.    Licensees may apply for late 
renewal until September 30, 2011.  
 
The July 2011 Cash Balance Report reflects a Recovery Fund balance of $116,117.09, and 
$997,569.63 in the Auctioneers’ account. 
 
Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
Mrs. Miles stated the Notice of Intent to draft continuing education exemption regulations was 
published on April 22, 2011. 
 
New Business 
IRC Report – July 15, 2011 
The July 15, 2011 IRC report was present by Bobby Taylor.  January 1st through August 22nd, 
OIE received 14 complaints, and one has been closed.  He presented seven cases for 
Commission approval:  2010-7, 2011-4, 2011-7 were Dismissals; 2011-2, 2011-3, and 2011-6 
were issued Cease and Desist Orders; and 2011-5 was issued a Letter of Caution. .   
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion to accept the July 15, 2011 IRC report.  Mr. Holiday seconded 
the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Review/Approval of Application via Examination 
  Linda Faye Branham 
Mrs. Branham appeared before the Commission to give an explanation regarding her credit 
report.  She also asked the Commission to consider granting her an auction firm license, in the 
event she was not approved for the auctioneer license. 
 

 MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission take this matter under advisement in executive 
session. Mr. Holiday seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

Cathy Dunn Corona 
Mrs. Corona appeared before the board to give details regarding her credit report, and to give 
an explanation why she had not submitted her Escrow Trust Account Affidavit and criminal 
background reports. 
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission table Mrs. Corona’s application until she 
provides further information.  Mr. Avendano seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 

Elisabeth M. Markley 
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Mrs. Markley appeared before the Commission to give an explanation of her credit report but 
failed to provide any written documentation for the members to review. 
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission take this matter under advisement in executive 
session. Mrs. Pinkney seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
  Dorn Keith Saylors 
Mr. Saylors appeared before the Commission to offer an explanation regarding his credit report. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission take the matter under advisement in executive 
session.  Mr. Holiday seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Review/Approval of Application via Reciprocity 
  Ronald B. Zigmund 
Mr. Zigmund appeared before the Commission to provide and explanation regarding his credit 
report. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission take the matter under advisement in executive 
session.  Mrs. Pinkney seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Review/Approval of Renewal 
  Grover D. Dodgen 
Mr. Dodgen appeared before the Commission to explain the revocation of his North Carolina 
license and request the Commission approve the renewal of his South Carolina license. 
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion to approve Mr. Dodgen’s request for renewal of his auctioneer 
license.  Mrs. Pinkney seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Request to End License Probation 
  Kenneth D. Lee (AUC 4299) 
Mr. Lee appeared before the Commission to request that his probation be ended early because 
he would like to obtain a license in North Carolina. 
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion to approve Mr. Lee’s request to end his probation.  Mr. Holiday 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
Reconsideration of Licensure via Reciprocity 
  Larry Hersowitz 
Mr. Hersowitz did not appear before the Commission but asked that the Commission reconsider 
his request for licensure through reciprocity.  
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion to table Mr. Hersowitz’s application until he can appear before 
the Commission.  Mr. Holiday seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
Review/Approval of Continuing Education Courses 
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  All Star Professional Training, Inc. 
All Star Professional Training submitted course outlines to be reviewed by the Commission for 
consideration of two four-hour continuing education courses.   
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Avendano made a motion to review the materials at a later date with proper information from 
All Star Professional Training.  Mr. Holiday seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  
 
Auction Domain Name 
  David O’Connell – Century 21 Strand Group 
Mr. O’Connell of Century 21 Strand Group, a real estate office, has requested the Commission’s 
position on the use of the word “auction” in their domain name. 
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Holiday made a motion the Commission study this matter further and welcome 
communication from Mr. O’Connell.  He stated the Commission appreciated the fact that Mr. 
O’Connell brought this to the Commission’s attention.  Mr. Christopher seconded the motion 
which carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comments 
Darron Meares, Southeastern School of Auctioneering, addressed his concerns regarding 
changes needed in the statute and regulations.  He suggested the Commission write a white 
paper regarding the use of grab bag drawings. 
 
Executive Session 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission take a break and then go into Executive 
Session.  Mr. Holiday seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Return to Public Session 
  MOTION 
Mr. Christopher made a motion the Commission return to public session.  Mr. Holiday seconded 
the motion which carried unanimously.  It was noted for the record that no votes were taken 
while in executive session. 
  
 Linda Faye Branham 
  MOTION 
Mr. Avendano made a motion to approve Mrs. Branham’s request for licensure with the 
provisions that she will be placed on probation for two years, and she must provide a current 
credit report each year, at her expense.  Mr. Holiday seconded the motion which carried 
unanimously. 
 
 Elisabeth M. Markley 
  MOTION 
Mrs. Pinkney made a motion to approve Mrs. Markley’s request for licensure pending receipt of 
documents regarding receipts from the tax liens, and student loan receipts.  Mr. Christopher 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
 Dorn Keith Saylors 

MOTION 
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Mr. Christopher made a motion to approve Mr. Saylor’s request for licensure.  Mrs. Pinkney 
seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

 
Ronald Zigmund 

  MOTION 
Mrs. Pinkney made a motion to approve Mr. Zigmund’s request for licensure through reciprocity 
with a two-year probation, pending receipt of documents showing he has been making 
payments on his bankruptcy. Mr. Avendano seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
 
Adjournment 
The August 22, 2011 meeting of the SC Auctioneers’ Commission adjourned at 1:12 p.m.  
 
The next meeting of the SC Auctioneers’ Commission is scheduled for November 28, 2011. 
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