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From the Administrator’s Desk 
There is much activity in the office these days! Future engineers and surveyors 
are applying to take the exams in April 2008, Board members are working hard 
on proposed revisions to the regulations to track, along with changes in statutes 
approved in June (see legislation-related information on the Board’s Web site), 
and the office staff is creating administrative procedures and application forms for 
individuals who hold an engineering technology degree and who seek licensure 
in South Carolina through the portfolio review process. We are busy! 

We hope you will take a moment from your busy schedule to provide feedback 
on proposed changes to the regulations. The Board intends to submit the 
proposed changes to the Legislature in 2009; we need your feedback as soon as 
possible after the changes are posted on the Board’s Web site. 

Legislation passed in June 2007 created an Engineers and Surveyors Education 
and Research Fund from a portion of renewal fees (renewals fees did NOT 
increase). One of the activities the Board is considering for the use of these 
funds is to provide continuing education opportunities at little or no cost to you. 
After renewals in June 2008, the Board will begin planning such activities.  
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New Board Member Appointed by Governor Sanford 
Nancy W. Cottingham was appointed in November to 
serve as the Board's public member. A resident of 
Seneca, Cottingham has had a diverse career, which 
includes management of an engineering and surveying 
firm, banking, teaching, retail and real estate. She is 
currently a realtor and president of Lake Keowee 
Properties, Inc., specializing in residential property in lake 
communities with a focus on retirees. She has also 
served as CEO and marketing representative of Titan 

Atlantic, an engineering and surveying firm in Raleigh, N.C. She owned a 
Hallmark Store for seven years after she "retired" from teaching for 13 years in 
various locations worldwide. Her husband, Dick Cottingham, is a licensed 
engineer in South Carolina. 

Cottingham holds an undergraduate degree from Appalachian State University, a 
bachelor's degree in personnel management from the University of West Florida, 
and a master's degree in education from the College of Charleston. She and her 
husband have two children and one granddaughter. 

The Board welcomes Cottingham to the Board! 
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Legislation Passed in 2007 Brings Changes 
Legislation passed in June 
2007 provided for several 
changes in the statutes 
governing engineers and 
surveyors.  These changes 
include the following:   

Deleted “Land” from the title of 
the Board and throughout the 
statute to reflect the expansion 
of surveying to areas beyond 
the identification and marking 
of land boundaries.  In certain 

instances, the word “land” was retained for clarity when describing land 
boundary surveying as opposed to other surveying activities 

Staggered board terms and provided for potential board members names 
to be submitted to the Governor by the S.C. Council of Engineering and 
Surveying Societies 

Added Emeritus Engineer and Emeritus Surveyor licensure, exempting 
those individuals from continuing education requirements for license 
renewals.  Emeritus licensees may not practice AT ALL. 

Added authority for the Board to determine if conditions in a declared 
public emergency warrant waiving license and credential requirements for 
engineers in specific geographic areas 

Increased the fines limit to $1,000 per violation with a cap of $20,000 total. 

Deleted the requirement for four years of work experience prior to 
certification under certain circumstances 

Changed the requirement to four years of work experience (rather than 
eight years) for individuals with a degree evaluated as “substantially 
equivalent” to an ABET-accredited degree. 

Created an Engineers and Surveyors Education and Research Fund,  

Licensure (until 2020) of individuals who hold an engineering technology 
degree and who meet certain work experience requirements 

Allow firms to designate one employee as the professional in charge of the 
work in South Carolina in addition to (or instead of) designating the 
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corporate officer(s) or principal owner(s).  This change facilitates corporate 
practice. 

Updated the reference to building codes in S.C. as the International Code 
Series. 

Other changes were made for clarity. 
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A New Registration Status is Now Being Offered 
The Board is now 
authorized to offer 
Emeritus status licensure. 
Emeritus engineer or 
emeritus surveyor means a 
professional engineer or 
surveyor who has been 
registered for 15 
consecutive years or 
longer and who is 65 years 
of age or older and who is 
not engaging or offering to 

engage in the practice of engineering or surveying. 

Emeritus engineers and emeritus surveyors are not required to meet continuing 
education requirements. 

Emeritus engineers and emeritus surveyors who wish to return to active practice 
must complete continuing education requirements for each exempted biennial 
renewal period, not to exceed two renewal periods and must submit applicable 
fees. 

How does the new EMERITUS status differ from the RETIRED status? 

Retired engineer or retired surveyor means a professional engineer or surveyor 
who is not engaging or offering to engage in the practice of engineering or 
surveying. Retired engineers and retired surveyors are not required to meet 
continuing education requirements. 

Retired engineers and retired surveyors who wish to return to active practice 
must complete continuing education requirements for each exempted biennial 
renewal period, not to exceed two renewal periods and must submit applicable 
fees. 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Only those currently in the ACTIVE status can apply for the 
EMERITUS status or the RETIRED status. 

If this interests you and if you meet the above qualifications, the Emeritus 
Registration Status and the Retired Registration Status applications can be found 
on our Web site: http://www.llronline.com/POL/ENGINEERS/index.asp?
file=pub.htm#GenInfo. 
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Board Prepares to Draft Regulations for Legislative Review in 
2009 
The Board is working to finalize language for proposed changes to the 
regulations in 2009. Proposed changes include (but are not limited to) revisions 
to the Minimum Standards for Surveying (see article below), deleting language 
already in the statutes, and clarifying requirements for acceptable work 
experience. Once the proposed language is final, we will post the proposed 
changes on the Board's Web site. We welcome your comments and suggestions. 

Minimum Standards of Surveying 
Because new statutes governing engineering and surveying in the state of South 
Carolina were passed by the Legislature this past summer, it is now necessary to 
revise the regulations that go along with the statutes. "The Minimum Standards 
Manual for the Practice of Land Surveying in South Carolina" is a part of these 
regulations. Therefore, the Board has undertaken a review of current standards 
to determine changes that should be made. 

Currently, our standards do not address the practice of Photogrammetric 
Surveying or GIS Surveying. These two branches of surveying were incorporated 
into our law in 2001. Our current standards also do not address GPS technology. 
Any revisions to the Minimum Standards need to address these issues. The 
Board is currently gathering information to incorporate into the standards to 
address these situations. While our Minimum Standards have been functioning 
well and seem to be generally sufficient to protect the public health, safety and 
welfare, there may be some components of the standards that need to be 
reviewed and updated. The Board would greatly appreciate input from both the 
general public and from professional surveyors across the state on this matter. 

Please review our current Minimum Standards carefully and forward written 
comments to Gene Dinkins, Thurl Amick or Board Administrator Jan Simpson by 
March 1, 2008. It would be very helpful if all comments reference the current 
section number of the standards. You can review the "Minimum Standards 
Manual" on the Board's Web site. Dinkins may be reached at 
gdinkins@coxanddinkins.com and at tamick@bpbarber.com. 

Please keep in mind that it is not our intention to have a major overhaul to our 
Minimum Standards unless it is deemed necessary during this review process. 
We would like to thank everyone in advance for their assistance in this very 
important matter. 

  
 

In this issue:  

Home 

Printable Newsletter (pdf) 

New Board Member 
Appointed by Governor 
Sanford 

Legislation Passed in 2007 
Brings Changes 

A New Registration Status is 
Now Being Offered 

Board Prepares to Draft 
Regulations for Legislative 
Review in 2009 

Exam Results 

Business Licenses 

Notice of Code Adoption by 
S.C. Building Codes Council 

Licensure Statistics  

Investigation and 
Enforcement Procedures 

Disciplinary Actions 

Online License Renewals  

Change of Address 

2008 Board Meetings 

Board Staff  

Board of Engineers  



January 2008 

Exam Results 
Here are the pass/fail results for everyone who took the Fundamentals of 
Engineering Examination, Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination, 
Fundamentals of Surveying Examination, and Principles and Practice of 
Surveying in South Carolina in the Spring of 2007: 

Pass Fail
Fundamentals of Engineering Examination 234 112
Principles and Practice of Engineering 
Examination 68 55

Fundamentals of Surveying Examination 20 15
Principles and Practice of Surveying 11 12
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Business Licenses 
The Board office has received information that 
business licenses are required for "doing 
business" in some South Carolina cities and 
counties, even if you do not have an office there. 
In some jurisdictions, you may need both a city 
license and a county license. As this requirement 
varies among jurisdictions, we suggest you check 
with the jurisdiction in which you may be providing 
services. 
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Notice of Code Adoption by S.C. Building Codes Council 
On November 28, 2007, the South Carolina Building Codes Council (BCC) 
formally adopted the construction related codes listed below for mandatory 
enforcement by all jurisdictions within the state. The mandatory codes and the 
dates they must be implemented are the: 

2006 International Building Code with modifications, no appendixes, July 
1, 2008; 

2006 International Residential Code with modifications, no appendixes, 
July 1, 2008; 

2006 International Fire Code with modifications, no appendixes, July 1, 
2008; 

2006 International Plumbing Code, no appendixes, July 1, 2008; 

2006 International Mechanical Code, no appendixes, July 1, 2008; 

2006 International Fuel Gas Code with modifications, no appendixes, July 
1, 2008; and, 

2006 International Energy Efficiency Code, no appendixes, July 1, 2008. 

For more information, please go to the Building Codes Council's Web site at 
www.llronline.com/pol/bcc. 
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Licensure Statistics as of November 30, 2007 
TYPE OF LICENSE NUMBER ACTIVE 
ENGINEER 13,413 
ASSOCIATE ENGINEER 21 
LAND SURVEYOR — A 1,016 
LAND SURVEYOR — B 35 
GEOGETIC SURVEYOR 17 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
SYSTEM SURVEYOR 

55 

PHOTOGRAMMETRIC SURVEYOR 146 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION 2,510 
EMERITUS — NEW 
ENGINEER 

0 

EMERITUS — NEW 
SURVEYOR 

0 

RETIRED — 
ENGINEER 

1,008 

RETIRED — 
SURVEYOR 

93 
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Investigation and Enforcement Procedures 
In July 2004, the Department of Labor, 
Licensing, and Regulation created the Office of 
Investigations and Enforcement for processing 
complaints against all licensees.  Todd Bond 
has assumed primary investigative 
responsibility for engineers and surveyors as 
well as architects. Bond can be reached at 
bondt@llr.sc.gov or by phone at 803-896-4411.  
Download a complaint form (pdf) 
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Disciplinary Actions 
Final disciplinary actions taken by the Board since 
publication of the last newsletter may be viewed on the 
Board’s Web site.  While the Board staff makes every 
effort to include all final actions, some may have 
inadvertently been omitted.  Documents on the Web site 
are in PDF format; if you need a “true copy,” or if you 

need a copy of an action not posted on the Web site,  contact Melissa Jones.  
Please note that disciplinary actions taken prior to January 2003 are not on the 
Web site, but copies may be obtained by contacting Jones.  She can be reached 
at jonesm@llr.sc.gov or by phone at 803-896-5147. 
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Online Renewals will be offered in 2008! 
In 2008, we will offer online renewal for all 
individual licenses, and we hope you will agree 
this is a positive change.  With online renewals, 
you may renew your license at any time of the 
day, at your convenience, and pay for it with a 
credit card.  There is no processing fee. 

Well in advance of the renewal deadline, we will 
mail (it is very important that we have your 
current address) you a reminder that the 
renewal deadline is June 30, outline information 
about how the process works, give you your 

password and explain how to renew if you cannot renew online.  You will hear 
much more about it in 2008, but we just wanted to let you know we are making it 
easier for you to renew your license. 

Don’t forget that you will need 30 hours of continuing education between July 1, 
2006, and June 30, 2008, in order to renew.  Here are some tips to ensure you 
have what you need at renewal time: 

Insist that the continuing education sponsor give you a certificate of attendance (or 
other acceptable documentation) with all relevant information on it:  your name, name 
of sponsor, title of the course, date of the activity and the number of hours of CE 
credit.  
Maintain a file of certificates or other proof that you attended a continuing education 
activity.  If necessary, include information on the nature of the course, descriptive 
brochures, etc.  
Check the Regulations for acceptable activities and number of hours of credit you 
may claim.  On this Web site, click on “Education” for information and answers to your 
CE questions.  
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Change of Address 
It is very important that you notify the Board office if your 
address changes to ensure receipt of important mailings 
(renewals). Please remember it is your responsibility to keep our 
records current. You may e-mail a completed Address Update 
Form directly to Susan Hicks or access online services. You may also send the 
changes by fax to 803-896-4427 or mail them to us. We cannot take address 
changes over the phone. 

REMINDER: Want to know if someone is currently licensed in South Carolina? 
Check the Licensee Lookup. (Only licenses in ACTIVE status will be on Licensee 
Lookup.) If that person is not listed, he/she is probably not licensed. Words of 
caution: 1) the Licensee Lookup provides business contact information only, and 
2) make sure you have the correct spelling of the names. If you are unsure of the 
spelling, use as few letters as possible. If in doubt about someone’s license, 
please contact the Board office.  
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2008 Board Meetings 
All meetings will be held at LLR, 110 Centerview Drive, Columbia, SC. 

February 12 and 13, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

March 11 and 12, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

April 8 and 9, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

June 3 and 4, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

August 5, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

September 23 and 24, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

October 14 and 15, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 

November 18 and 19, 2008 — 9:30 a.m. 
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