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Mitchell Tibshrany Earns Southern Zone Distinguished Service 
Award  

Mitchell S. Tibshrany, Jr., PE, 
was awarded the 
Distinguished Service Award 
at the NCEES Southern Zone 
meeting in New Orleans, La., 
on May 16, 2009. This honor 
caps Tibshrany’s 12-year 
service to the South Carolina 
Board of Professional 
Engineers and Surveyors and 
to NCEES as a Board 
member. 

Tibshrany served as 
chairman of the South 
Carolina Board from 2000 
to 2002 and from 2004 to 
2006, as Secretary of the 
Board 1996-1998, and as 
vice chairman. During his 
tenure on the Board, he 
was instrumental in 

decisions regarding budget issues, policy issues, and disciplinary/investigative 
matters, and he worked to ensure that licensees in South Carolina were 
represented at regional and national meetings and on NCEES committees. He 
was elected Southern Zone vice president in 2005. He worked to ensure 
development of Zone leadership, smooth transition of elected officers, and 
appointment of committee members who would provide substantive involvement 
and make objective, sound recommendations and decisions on issues. As a 
member of the NCEES Board of Directors, he provided leadership as the Council 
implemented changes to solidify its foundation of support from state Boards and 
other constituencies.  

Tibshrany worked tirelessly during his years on the South Carolina Board to 
establish a joint engineering degree between South Carolina State University and 
the University of South Carolina.  When implemented, this “Ambassadorship 
Program” will afford engineering technology students at S.C. State University the 
opportunity to achieve the equivalent of an accredited degree in engineering by 
completing specific coursework at the University of South Carolina. Tibshrany 
continues in his role of “Ambassador” for the Board as he hammers out the 
agreement details between the two schools’ engineering programs.  

Tibshrany promoted faculty licensure based on his strong belief that professors 
should set an example for students by becoming licensed. His work with ASCE in 
developing guidelines for accepting advanced degrees as work experience 

Mitchell Tibshrany, left, receives congratulations from current 
S.C. Board chairman Gene Dinkins. 
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equivalencies resulted in adoption of model requirements for faculty licensure.  

Mr. Tibshrany has given much to the engineering profession, not only as an 
electrical engineer with a distinguished career, but also as a hard-working 
member of the South Carolina Board, a dedicated NCEES volunteer at the Zone 
and national levels, as a leader in professional associations, and a generous 
supporter of others who also wished to serve.  

The South Carolina Board of Professional Engineers and Surveyors 
congratulates Mitchell S. Tibshrany, Jr. on this well-deserved honor!  
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Notice of Online Service Change 
There has been an improvement in our service to you! 
When you use the online service to change your 
address, it will now be automatically changed in the 
Board’s database. Before, you had to submit the 
request and an e-mail would be generated for staff to 
make the change in the database. Now, our staff will 
receive an e-mail that contact information has been 
changed.  

We hope this change is more convenient and efficient for you.  

It is very important that you notify the Board office if your address changes to 
ensure receipt of important mailings (renewals). Please remember it is your 
responsibility to keep our records current. You may still e-mail a completed 
Address Update Form directly to Susan Hicks or access the new online services. 
You may also send the changes by fax to (803) 896-4427 or mail them to us. We 
cannot take address changes over the phone. 

If you wish to be added to the distribution list for e-newsletters and other 
communications, please e-mail your name (and registration number if applicable) 
to ENGLS@llr.sc.gov. 

REMINDER: Want to know if someone is currently licensed in South Carolina? 
Check Licensee Lookup. (Only licenses in ACTIVE status will be on Licensee 
Lookup.) If that person is not listed, he/she is probably not licensed. Words of 
caution: 1) Licensee Lookup provides business contact information only, and 2) 
make sure you have the correct spelling of the names. If you are unsure of the 
spelling, use as few letters as possible. If in doubt about someone’s license, 
please contact the Board office. 
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News from NCEES 
NOTICE OF FUTURE CHANGE TO THE 
NCEES STRUCTURAL EXAMINATION 

Effective with the April 2011 exam 
administration, NCEES will offer a new 16-hour Structural exam. The existing 
NCEES Structural I and Structural II exams will be offered for the last time with 
the October 2010 exam administration. The purpose of this early notice is to 
provide as much notice as possible so that the transition from the existing 
Structural I and Structural II format to the new 16-hour Structural exam format 
may proceed in a seamless and straightforward manner.  

Structural 16-hour Examination Format 
The Structural 16-hour exam will be a breadth-and-depth examination offered in 
two 8-hour components on successive days. The 8-hour Vertical Forces 
(Gravity/Other) and Incidental Lateral component will focus on gravity loads and 
incidental lateral loads; it will be offered only on the Friday of NCEES exam 
administration dates. The 8-hour Lateral Forces (Wind/Earthquake) component 
will focus on wind and earthquake loads; it will be offered only on the Saturday of 
NCEES exam administration dates. 

To pass the Structural 16-hour exam, examinees must pass both components. 
The components may be taken and passed in different exam administrations. 
The proposed changes will state that passing only one 8-hour component shall 
not be sufficient for licensure purposes and will be voted on at the 2009 annual 
meeting in August. 

Each component of the Structural 16-hour exam will have a breadth module in 
the morning and a depth module in the afternoon.  

Breadth Module (morning session): This module will contain questions covering a 
comprehensive range of structural engineering topics. All questions will be multiple-
choice.  

Depth Modules (afternoon session): These modules will focus more closely on a 
single area of practice in structural engineering. Examinees must choose either 
buildings or bridges. Examinees must work the same topic area on both components. 
That is, if buildings are the topic area chosen in the Vertical Forces component, then 
buildings must be the topic area chosen in the Lateral Forces component. All 
questions will be constructed response (essay).  

Examinees must take the breadth module of each component and one of the two 
depth modules in each component. 

A new edition of the NCEES sample questions and solutions will be available in 
2010. 
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ANSI recognizes NCEES Model Law Engineer standard 
NCEES has been granted its first approved standard with the American National 
Standards Institute. 
 
The standard, the Model Law Engineer (MLE), outlines the requirements for 
attaining licensure as a professional engineer. It is used by NCEES as a 
guideline for its member licensing boards, which grant licensure to engineers and 
surveyors in all 50 states and several U.S. territories. Prior to being approved as 
a standard by the ANSI Board of Standards Review, the MLE was published on 
the NCEES home page and in ANSI’s Standards Review and open to public 
comment. ANSI is the U.S. representative to the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO). 

“With the MLE now being an ANSI-recognized standard, NCEES is in an 
excellent position to promote licensure as the best way to ensure professional 
competence,” said Jerry Carter, NCEES executive director. “We look forward to 
promoting the use of this standard across industry, government and academia. 
This will lead to greater uniformity in credentials and enhanced protection for the 
public.” 
 
The MLE standard describes the minimum criteria for licensure as a professional 
engineer. The criteria are divided into education, professional experience and 
examinations.  

The full text of the MLE standard can be downloaded at 
www.ncees.org/ncees_mle_standard.pdf.  
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Draft of Proposed Changes to Regulations 
Please review the “Draft of the 
Proposed Changes to 
Regulations” on the Board’s 
Web site, 
www.llr.state.sc.us/POL/Engineers/. 
The legislature is currently 
reviewing these proposed 
regulations. When approved, 
the new regulations will 
supersede the current 
regulations, so watch the 
Board’s Web site for notice of 

that impending change. 

Surveyors, please note that there are many changes in the Standards Manual. 
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Licensing Ceremonies 
The Board of Registration for Engineers and Surveyors 
and the South Carolina Society of Professional 
Engineers continue to sponsor licensing ceremonies 
twice annually for individuals who pass the PE and LS 
examinations. The most recent ceremony was held 
January 20, 2009, in the State House, where 19 newly 
licensed engineers and surveyors received their wall 
certificate presented by Board members (with much 
picture-taking by relatives and friends).  

The Board offers congratulations to everyone who passed the October 2008 
exams and encourages them to become involved in the profession as a way of 
giving back and mentoring others. The ceremony and reception that follows are 
proud moments for parents, spouses, friends and others who helped along the 
way and, it is a fitting tribute to the newest professional engineers and land 
surveyors who worked so hard to achieve the goal of becoming licensed. 

Congratulations to all new licensees! 
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Deadline for Applying for Surveyors License with a two-year 
degree 

After July 1, 2010, surveyors 
applying for licensure by 
examination in South 
Carolina will be required to 
have a 4-year degree. 
 However, until June 30, 
2010, applicants with a two-
year degree may still apply 
to take the exam. Applicants 
must have satisfied the 
education and experience 

requirements and must have submitted a complete application to this Board by 
6/30/2010 in order to be eligible to take the exam. If an applicant meets the 
above requirements and is approved by the Board, he/she may take the exam 
AFTER that deadline and may continue to take the exam according to previously 
set rules regarding frequency of exams taken (e.g., the applicant might need to 
do further study after two or more failing grades). All requirements must have 
been completed by June 30, 2010.  

This clarifies that applicants may take the exam after the deadline if they meet 
ALL requirements by the deadline AND they have submitted a complete 
application to the Board. 

See Section 40-22-225 at www.scstatehouse.gov/sess117_2007-
2008/bills/3722.htm. 

Please continue to check the Web site, www.llr.state.sc.us/POL/Engineers/, for 
information on the July 1, 2010, deadline. 
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The Portfolio Process: Alternate Licensure Procedure for 
Professional Engineers 
In June 2007, the South Carolina legislature approved a process for licensure of 
individuals who hold an engineering technology degree. The “portfolio process” is 
open until June 30, 2020. As of April 30, 2009, the Board has licensed 16 
individuals, and approximately 43 more have been approved to begin the 
portfolio process.  

Section 40-22-222 (B) outlines the process and eligibility requirements for the 
Portfolio Process: “Through June 30, 2020, individuals who have graduated in a 
baccalaureate TAC/ABET accredited curriculum and who have successfully 
passed the NCEES Principles of Practice and Fundamentals of Engineering 
examinations, and who have completed eight or more years of qualifying 
experience as an engineer, and who are otherwise qualified for licensure, may 
present their credentials for evaluation by a committee of professional engineers 
licensed in this state composed of no less than three practicing engineers, a 
member or former member of the Board, and a professor of engineering. 
Applicants for licensure under this subsection must demonstrate sufficient rigor in 
their scope or depth of qualifying experience, such that the committee can 
determine that they can meet established standards of engineering practice. Only 
applicants who are approved under the review process may be licensed as 
professional engineers. Absent a showing of a change or qualifications to correct 
deficiencies identified in the review process, no application may be reviewed by 
the committee more than twice.” 

This procedure allows technology graduates to demonstrate their experience 
through submittal of a portfolio of three projects. Portfolios are reviewed by 
committees comprised of engineers and professors in that specific discipline; 
upon acceptance of the portfolio, the applicant is invited for an interview. The 
committee makes a recommendation to the Board regarding licensure, and the 
Board then votes on the application.  

Many people have assisted the Board in this endeavor by serving on committees. 
It takes considerable time to review and evaluate the portfolios (usually a 3-inch 
binder plus plans) and to interview applicants. Every committee member has 
been conscientious and diligent.  

The Board thanks the dedicated engineers, professors and former Board 
members for their service on these committees: 

G. Keith McLeod, Jr.               
Chimin J. Chao                        
Larry B. Copeland                   
William T. Knowles, Jr.           
L. G. Lewis, Jr.                        
Dr. Edward R. Collins, Jr.  

Michael Ridgeway                   
Dr. Harold Askins, Jr.              
Patterson Gambill  
Kati Holland                            
Dr. Joseph Busby                     
Joseph H. Gibbons  
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The Board needs more reviewers for the Portfolio committees!! If you are 
interested in serving on a committee, please contact Melissa Jones. Licensure 
is required of the practitioners, but professors are not required to be licensed. 
Professional Development credit is given for the time spent in meetings.  

If you know someone who holds a technology degree and who meets the 
requirements, please let them know about the Portfolio Process. Information is 
available on the Board’s Web site or they may contact Administrator Jan 
Simpson. 

Stephen F. Csernak                  
Clarence T. Sherron, Jr.            
Thomas C. Carson, Jr.  
Dr. William J. Kennedy           
James T. McCarter                   
J. Edward Britt  
Dr. John C. Hayes                    
Dr. Lansford Bell                     
John R. Williams  
Warren E. Maddox                  
Martin O. Mobley                    
Guy R. O’Kelly, Jr.  
Robert L. Bellamy, Jr.              
Donald J. Hamburger               
Grace M. McClam  
Steven L. Bobo                        
Dr. Dennis J. Fallon                 
Christopher L. Partrich  
Dr. Charng H. Juang                
Gene Dinkins                           
Dr. Edward L. Hajduk  
C. Joel Sprague                        
Dr. Jamil A. Khan                    
Dr. Ali A. Eliadorani  
Dr. Timothy W. Mays              
Gaye Sprague                           
Andrew Tolleson  

John Q. Adams                        
Dr. Curtis Rhodes                    
Ralph R. Bouton  
James V. Williams                    
Michael M. Simpson                
Robert B. Royal, Jr.  
Mark B. Peters                         
William E. Cary                       
William Z. McGhee, Jr.  
Joseph D. Gaskins                    
Dr. Jason S. Skinner                 
William B. Sykes, Jr.  
Mitchell S. Tibshrany, Jr.         
Dr. Cecil O. Huey, Jr.              
William S. Huffstetler  
Kenneth W. Timmerman          
James K. O’Connor                 
Miller L. Love, Jr.  
Dr. Hasanul Basher                  
Anderson M. Kinghorn, Jr.      
Thurl M. Amick, Sr.  
Nancy W. Cottingham             
Theresa H. Hodge                    
Charles M. Joye, II  
Dr. Johnston W. Peeples          
Dr. James A. Anderson     
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Investigation and Enforcement Procedures 
Todd Bond is responsible for investigating 
complaints against licensed professional 
engineers and surveyors. He can be reached at 
bondt@llr.sc.gov or by phone at (803) 896-4411. 
 
Download a complaint form (pdf) 
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Disciplinary Actions 
Final disciplinary actions taken by the Board since 
publication of the last newsletter may be viewed on the 
Board’s Web site. While Board staff makes every effort to 
include all final actions, some may have inadvertently 
been omitted. Documents on the Web site are in PDF 
format and may be printed if you need a copy. If you 

need a copy of an action not posted on the Web site (any action taken prior to 
7/1/2004), please contact Melissa Jones.   
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South Carolina Board of Registration for Professional 
Engineers and Surveyors 
Office Hours  

8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Monday – Friday 

2009 Board Meetings 

All meetings will be held at LLR-Columbia, SC. 

May 26, 2009 – 9:30 a.m. 

August 4, 2009 – 9:30 a.m. 

October 13, 2009 – 9:30 a.m. 

November 10, 2009 – 9:30 a.m. 

 

In this issue:  

Printable Newsletter (pdf) 

Mitchell Tibshrany Earns 
Southern Zone Distinguished 
Service Award  

Notice of Online Service 
Change 

News from NCEES  

Draft of Proposed Changes 
to Regulations  

Licensing Ceremonies  

Deadline for Applying for 
Surveyors License with a 
two-year degree 

The Portfolio Process: 
Alternate Licensure 
Procedure for Professional 
Engineers  

Licensure Statistics (pdf) 

Investigation and 
Enforcement Procedures 

Disciplinary Actions 

2009 Board Meetings 

Board Staff  

Board Members 

Board Web site 

  



May 2009 

BoardMembers 
Gene L. Dinkins, PE & PLS Chairman 
Anderson M. Kinghorn, Jr., PE Vice Chair  
Theresa H. Hodge, PE Secretary 
Thurl M. Amick, PLS Member 
Cecil O. Huey, Jr., PE Member 
Charles M. Joye, II, PE Member 
M.L. Love, Jr., PE Member 
Nancy Cottingham Public Member 
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