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MINUTES 
South Carolina Board of Funeral Service 

Board Meeting 
9:00 a.m., February 7, 2012 

Synergy Business Park 
110 Centerview Drive, Kingstree Building Room 105 

Columbia, South Carolina 
 

   Tuesday, February 7, 2012  
 
1. Meeting Called to Order  

Eddie Nelson, Interim President, of Blythewood, called the regular meeting of the SC Board of 
Funeral Service to order at 9:14 a.m.  Other Board members present for the meeting included:  
Thomas E. Baker, Secretary, of Kershaw; C. Brad Evans, of Abbeville; Billy Horton, of 
Kingstree; John Petty, III, of Landrum; Jeff Temples, of Columbia; and, Mark O’Steen, of 
Spartanburg.  
 
Staff members participating in the meeting included:  Doris Cubitt, Administrator; Amy 
Holleman, Administrative Specialist; Jamie Saxon, Advice Counsel, Division of Legal Services; 
Sharon Wolfe, Office of Investigation and Enforcement; and, Sharon Cook, Office of 
Investigation and Enforcement. 
 
A video of this meeting can be viewed at www.llr.state.sc.us/POL/Funeral.  On the Board’s 
home page, click ‘Board Information’ and follow the link to the video. 
 
This proceeding was recorded by a court reporter in order to produce a verbatim transcript 
should one be necessary. 
 
 a. Public Notice  

Mr. Nelson announced that public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the SC Board of 
Funeral Service office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, and provided to all 
requesting persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of the 
South Carolina Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 b. Pledge of Allegiance  

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. Introduction of Board Members and Persons Attending the Meeting 

The Board members, staff, and all other persons attending the meeting introduced themselves. 
 
3. Approval of Excused Absences 

Michelle Cooper, President, of Moncks Corner, and Kenneth Beasley, of Fountain Inn, were 
granted an excused absence.   
 
  MOTION 
Mr. Baker made a motion that the Board approve Ms. Cooper’s and Mr. Beasley’s absences.  
Mr. Evans seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.   
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4. Approval of Minutes for the October 31, 2011, and November 17, 2011 

MOTION 
Mr. Evans made a motion the Board approves the minutes as they are.  Mr. Temples seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
5. Reports 

A. Investigate Review Committee (IRC) Report 

Ms. Wolfe presented the IRC report with the IRC’s recommendations.  The IRC recommended 
that case 2011-33 be dismissed.  Cases 2011-41, 2011-42, 2009-44, and 2011-18 continue to 
the next IRC meeting.  A formal complaint will be issued for cases 2009-43, 2010-10, 2011-20, 
2011-24, and 2011-3.  The IRC recommended the Board staff issue a cease and desist for 
cases 2011-44 and 2011-46.  The IRC recommended Board staff issue a letter of caution for 
cases 2011-1, 2011-25, 2011-6, and 2011-43.  

 
MOTION 

Mr. Temples made a motion the Board accept this report as information.  Mr. Baker seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
B. OIE Report 

Ms. Wolfe stated that there are 17 active investigations in OIE.  The Board’s acceptance of the 
IRC report decreased the number of active investigations.  She stated that zero Cases were 
closed in 2012, but, as with the number of open cases, the Board’s decision to accept the IRC 
report would change this number.  OIE closed 11 cases in the year 2011. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Baker made a motion the Board accept this report as information and formally commend 
Sharon Cook for her work.  Mr. Temples seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

C. Inspection Report 

Mr. Adams delivered the Inspection Report at the Columbia Metropolitan Center.  He told the 
Board that, since the last time he appeared before them, he and Mr. Poole conducted 200 
inspections, and all inspections were in order.  He also formerly introduced Mr. Poole to the 
Board members.   
 

D. Division of Legal Services 

Ms. Cubitt delivered the OGC report to the Board.  They had one case that they were currently 
working on, though the IRC Report acceptance would add to the number, and they closed 11 
cases in 2011.   
 
9:30 a.m. Meeting Recessed 

MOTION 
Mr. Evans made a motion the Board recess the meeting and reconvene at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention Center.  Mr. Horton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting Reconvened at the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center 
1101 Lincoln Street, Columbia, SC 
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Eddie Nelson, Interim President, of Blythewood, called the regular meeting of the SC Board of 
Funeral Service back into order at 10:10 a.m.  Other Board members present for the meeting 
included:  Thomas E. Baker, Secretary, of Kershaw; C. Brad Evans, of Abbeville; Billy Horton, of 
Kingstree; John Petty, III, of Landrum; Jeff Temples, of Columbia; Wallace McKnight, of 
Andrews; and, Mark O’Steen, of Spartanburg.  
 
Staff members participating in the meeting included:  Doris Cubitt, Administrator; Jeanie Rose, 
Administrative Specialist; Amy Holleman, Administrative Specialist; Wendi Elrod, Program 
Assistant; and, Jamie Saxon, Advice Counsel, Division of Legal Services. 
 
Members of the public attending the meeting included:  Chris Burroughs, Cremation Service of 
the Strand; Robert Maring, Esq, of Maring and Moody,LLC, for Cremation Service of the Strand; 
David Oglesby; Elizabeth Simmons, SC Morticians Association (SCMA); Alicia Clark, of SC 
Dept of Consumer Affairs (SCDCA); Lou Ann Pyatt, SC Morticians Association (SCMA); Jim 
Dobbins, Simplicity: Lowcountry Cremation and Burial Services; Ariail Kirk, McNair Law Firm, for 
Simplicity: Lowcountry Cremation and Burial Services; A. Glenn Crawford, III, Crawford Funeral 
Home; A. Glenn Crawford, Crawford Funeral Home; Willie Wise; William J. White, Jr., Parker-
White Funeral Home; William J. White, III, Parker-White Funeral Home; Belinda Guinyard 
Baxter, Guinyard and Sons Funeral Home; George Goldfinch, Goldfinch Funeral Home; John B. 
Eggers, Eggers Funeral Home, Inc.; Betty R. Eggers, Eggers Funeral Home and Crematory; 
Tommy Harris, Eggers Funeral Home and Crematory; E. Randolph Shives, IV, Shives Funeral 
Home; Brooks Cowles, Johnson Consulting Group, Atlanta, GA; Carl Dickson; Billy A. Williams, 
III, Folk Funeral Home; Daniel B. Nelson, Parker-White-Pruitt Funeral Home; Diamond 
Dossantos, Piedmont Technical College; Greg Edwards, Piedmont Technical College; and, 
David Balchin, Piedmont Technical College. 
 
6. President’s Remarks – Eddie Nelson, Interim President 

Mr. Nelson welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 
 
7. Administrator’s Remarks – Doris Cubitt 

The Conference asked that the Board reply to the questions about virtual funeral homes, where 
all services are offered online.  Ms. Cubitt stated that the South Carolina Board of Funeral 
Service requires funeral homes be brick and mortar facilities (see 40-19-20(11)). 
 
Mr. Evans asked about the Board’s finances.  Ms. Cubitt reminded the Board that she emailed 
their financials to them already.  Mr. Evans wanted to know if their money was adequate.  She 
stated that the money is adequate, that their balance at the end of December 2011, was 
$352,000, and that their licensees renew between April and June of this year. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Baker made a motion the Board amend the agenda to move Shives to the next order of 
business (Agenda Items 9, New Facility 2, 3, and 4).  Mr. Temples seconded the motion, which 
carried unanimously. 
 
New Business 
9.   Application Hearings 

New Facility 
 

1. Shives Funeral Home – Ernest Randolph Shives (Parent Funeral Home) 
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2. Shives Funeral Home – Ernest Randolph Shives (Crematory) 
3. Shives Funeral Home – Ernest Randolph Shives (Branch Funeral Home) 

 
Mr. Shives is the current manager of Shives Funeral Home and Shives Crematory.  Mr. 
Shives is requesting approval to purchase Shives Funeral Home and Shives crematory back 
from Keystone, as well as open a branch.  Mr. Shives will be the proposed manager of all 
three.   
 

MOTION 
Mr. Horton made a motion the Board approve the applications pending final inspection.  Mr. 
Evans seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
Old Business 

8. Application Hearings 

Current Facility 
1. Cremation Services of the Strand – Chris Burroughs – operation questions for funeral 

home 

Mr. Burroughs, owner and manager, appeared with his attorney, Robert Maring.  Mr. 
Maring informed the Board that Mr. Burroughs is there as a means to seek clarification 
of the Board’s Order dated July 22, 2011.  Mr. Burroughs (himself) submitted a list of 
questions to Ms. Cubitt in December 2011, which Ms. Cubitt received on December 28, 
2011.   
 
In addition to the questions that were submitted by Mr. Burroughs, Mr. Maring wants the 
Board to clarify the language in the Order, and he requested that the Board show them 
the statutory requirements for a wholesale crematory and the statutory requirements for 
a retail crematory as he was unable to find the distinction in statute.   
 
Executive Session 

  MOTION 
Mr. Evans made a motion the Board enter into executive session.  Mr. Baker seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
Return to Public Session 

  MOTION 
Mr. Petty made a motion the Board return to public session.  Mr. Temples seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously.  Mr. Nelson noted for the record that no official 
action was taken during executive session. 
 
Mr. Saxon told Mr. Burroughs and Mr. Maring that the answers to their questions will be 
forthcoming in an Order. 
 

New Business 
9. Application Hearings 

New Facility 
 

4. Simplicity: Lowcountry Cremation and Burial Services Inc – James Lanton Dobbins 
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Mr. Dobbins is opening a new funeral home in an existing building.  He was represented by 
Ariail Kirk, McNair Law Firm.   Mr. Dobbins does not intend to offer preneed at this time, and 
he provided evidence that the facility meets zoning requirements.   
   

MOTION 
Mr. Evans made a motion the Board approve this application pending final inspection.  Mr. 
Baker seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
MOTION 

Mr. Evans made a motion the Board recess for lunch and reconvene at 12:45 pm.  Mr. 
Horton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
The Board reconvened at 12:58 p.m. 

 
Additional Facility 

  
1. PWP Crematory – William Joseph White, Jr 

Mr. White appeared before the Board requesting to open and manage a crematory.  The 
crematory will be on the same premises as the existing funeral home.   

 
MOTION 

Mr. Evans made a motion the Board approve the application pending a favorable inspection.  
Mr. McKnight seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
Request for Apprenticeship 

1. Carl Dickson – Criminal Background – Consideration of Pardon 

Mr. Dickson has submitted an apprenticeship application but had a felony on his record, for 
which he was pardoned, but he also currently has a judgment for unpaid debt.  Mr. Evans 
asked Mr. Dickson if he has a plan in place to pay the judgment, and, if so, could he provide 
written documentation to confirm that.  Mr. Dickson said he could. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Petty made a motion the Board approve Mr. Dickson’s application for apprenticeship.  
Mr. Horton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

2. Billy Albert Williams, III – Consideration of serve apprenticeship again 

Mr. Williams testified that he completed his apprenticeship in 2006 and has since been 
employed in the family business, Folk funeral home, as a grave digger, hearse driver, and 
gopher.  He is before the Board because it has been more than five years since he 
completed his apprenticeship (Regulation 57-06.1(8)) 
 
Executive Session 

  MOTION 
Mr. Nelson made a motion the Board enter into executive session.  Mr. Temples seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
Return to Public Session 

  MOTION 
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Mr. Petty made a motion the Board return to public session.  Mr. Horton seconded the 
motion, which carried unanimously.  Mr. Nelson noted for the record that no official action 
was taken during executive session. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Temples made a motion the Board accept Mr. Williams’s apprenticeship as completed at 
long as he passes the exams and is licensed within one year of the date of the meeting.  Mr. 
McKnight seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

3. Willie Wise – Embalming apprenticeship consideration for 2nd time 

Mr. Wise appeared before the Board to ask that he be allowed to redo his embalmer 
apprenticeship (he is already a licensed funeral director) which he completed in 2006, as he 
still must complete his education to license.   
 

MOTION 
Mr. Horton made a motion that the Board accept Mr. Wise’s embalming apprenticeship from 
2006 as complete under the condition that he complete his educational requirements and 
license within two years.  Mr. Temples seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
4. Sharon Culbreath Springs – Apprenticeship extension for 4th time 

The Board tabled action on this matter until such time Ms. Springs is able to appear before 
the Board. 
 
Request for Consideration to take Exam 

1. David John Oglesby – request approval of apprenticeship to take the exam 

Mr. Oglesby completed his apprenticeship in 1995, and did not license because he then 
went to prison.  He appeared before the Board in 2010, to receive permission for a student 
permit as he was taking the funeral directing and embalming course at Piedmont Technical 
College. He completed Piedmont Technical College’s program; he passed his national 
exams; and, he received a pardon for his felony convictions.  He requests the Board either 
accept his apprenticeship from 1995, so that he may take the state law exam and license or 
that they approve his application to serve another apprenticeship.   
 

MOTION 
Mr. Temples made a motion the Board approve Mr. Oglesby’s application to do another two 
year apprenticeship. Mr. Horton seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 

 
10. Discussion Items 
No discussion items at this time. 
 
11. Authority for Administrator to sign Letter of Caution 
Ms. Cubitt asked if the Board wanted to give her authority to sign letters of caution. 
 

MOTION 
Mr. Baker made a motion granting the Board Administrator the authority to sign letters of 
caution.  Mr. Evans seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 
12. 2012 The Conference Annual meeting 
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Ms. Cubitt informed the Board that the International Conference is having a conference at the 
end of February.  Mr. Horton stated that he believes at least two people, either members of the 
Board, staff, or a combination of the two, should attend.  Mr. Adams will already be attending as 
he is a member of the Exam Committee.   
 
MOTION 
Mr. Evans made a motion the Board send two Board members, two staff members, or a 
combination of the two to the International Conference’s conference at the end of the month.  
The Board members will decide if they want to go and let Ms. Cubitt know.  Mr. Petty seconded 
the motion, which carried unanimously. 
 

13. Election of Vice President 
This was deferred until the April 5, 2012, meeting. 

14. Committee Reports  

A. Legislative Committee 
This committee had no report.  Mr. Evans noted that he would like to head the legislative 
committee, and the Board expressed no objections. 
 

B. Examination/CEU/Education – Glen Crawford, Ernest Adams 
This committee had no report.  Mr. Baker said that he would like for Mr. Temples to take over 
this committee since Mr. Crawford is no longer on the Board.  The Board expressed no 
objections. 
 

C. Regulatory Compliance (Federal and State) / FTC / OSHA / ADA / PreNeed – Billy 
Horton, Doris Cubitt 

This committee had no report. 
 

D. Publications / Newsletter / Website – Glen Crawford, Jeff Temples  
This committee had no report. 
 
15. Public Comments 

No comments were made during the meeting. 
 
16. Adjournment 

  MOTION 
Mr. Evans made a motion the Board adjourns.  Mr. Temples seconded the motion, which carried 
unanimously. 
 
The February 7, 2012, meeting of the SC Board of Funeral Service adjourned at 1:45 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of the SC Board of Funeral Service is scheduled for April 5, 2012. 


