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Dear Prospective Funeral Home Operator: 
 

The following is a list of items that must be completed before you can obtain a permit to operate a South Carolina 
Funeral Home. 
 

Preparation Room: 
1. Minimum Size:     100 square feet 
2. OSHA approved Safety Shower/Eyewash Combination 
3. Exhaust Ventilation System or Exhaust Fan capable of 12 complete air exchanges per hour vented to the 

outside.  Exhaust flow must be below face level of operator. 
4. Equipped with sanitary floor and necessary drainage. 
5. Approved operating tables and/or dressing tables. 
6. Hydro or electric aspirator.  If hydro aspirator the water service must be equipped with a backflow-preventer 

on the facility’s water system.   
7. Embalming machine, gravity reservoir and hose, bulb syringe or hand pump for embalming. 
8. Embalming instruments to include at least one scalpel, two aneurysm needles, assorted canulae, drainage 

tube, forceps, scissors, suture needles, spatulas and a trocar. 
9. Embalming drainage sink or drainage system. 
10. Assorted cosmetics, brushes and restorative waxes. 
11. Disinfectant soaps and other sanitizing sundries. 
12. Embalming chemicals to include arterial and cavity fluids.  
13. Removal cot. 
14. Personal Protective Equipment to include gloves, gowns and aprons. 
15. A separate lavatory with hot and cold running water for personnel use. 
16. Sanitary waste receptacles and/or hazardous waste disposal container.  DHEC Hazardous Waste Reporting 

form must be readily available. 
17. Compliance with OSHA standards (Respirator). 

 

Chapel: 
Defined as an area suitable for conducting funeral and memorial services with seating for at least 100 people. 

 

Casket Display Room: 
Defined as an area with a minimum of six different adult caskets displayed or otherwise located on the premises.  
The display of modular casket units is acceptable with six different adult caskets located on the premises. 

 

Facility and Equipment: 
1. Public restroom which must be ADA accessible. 
2. Office space for conducting confidential business. 
3. One motorized hearse in good operating condition. 

 

General: 
1. General Price List (GPL) 
2. Casket Price List (CPL) 
3. Outer Burial Container Price List (OBCPL) 
4. Statements of Funeral Goods and Services Selected 
5. An approved COMPLETED APPLICATION. 

 

After the above is completed, please give me at least two (2) weeks notice that the facility is ready for inspection.  I 
do inspections Monday through Thursday.  You may reach me at (864) 303-0851. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ernest Adams 
SC Funeral Inspector 


