
MINUTES 1 
South Carolina Massage Therapy/Bodywork Panel 2 

Panel Minutes 3 
10:00 A.M., February 24, 2012 4 

Synergy Business Park 5 
Kingstree Building 6 

110 Centerview Drive, Conference Room 107 7 
Columbia, South Carolina 8 

 9 
Meeting Called to Order - Public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the S. C. Massage 10 
Therapy/Bodywork Panel office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building and provided to all requesting persons, 11 
organizations, and news media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of the South Carolina Freedom of Information 12 
Act. 13 
 14 
Pledge of Allegiance: 15 
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 16 
 17 
Public Notice: 18 
Chairperson Ms. Porter announced that public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the SC 19 
Massage/Bodywork Panel office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, and provided to all requesting 20 
persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of the South Carolina Freedom of 21 
Information Act. 22 
 23 
Introduction of Board Members and Other Persons Attending: 24 
The Board members introduced themselves. Ms. Carolyn C. Porter, Board Chair from Greenville; Ms. Jenny 25 
Mitchell; Denise Van  Nostran from the Low Country; Mr. Lou F. Hastings from Travelers Rest; Ms. Janet Shaw 26 
from West Columbia, and Mr. Charles Stricklin, Sr., from Charleston.   27 
 28 
Staff members present:  Dean Grigg and Sara McCartha Advice Counsel; Byron Ray, Administrator, DeLeon 29 
Andrews, Investigator; Roz Bailey-Glover, Malinda Pressley, Renee Young, Administrative Staff; and Laura S. 30 
DeCillis, Court Reporter.  31 
 32 
Others participating in the meeting included:  Debbie Banker, Brent Jackson, Jasmin Gonzales (on telephone), 33 
Gabriel Cabrera, Eric L. Williams, Wesley Patrick Lane, Adam Dintelman, Chesley Phillips, Stephen Kesler, Adam 34 
Dentleman,  Renea Eshleman and Lane Goodwin. 35 
 36 
Approval of Excused Absences 37 
All members were present. 38 
 39 
Approval of Agenda 40 
 41 
 MOTION: 42 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Strickland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 43 
 44 
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 45 
September 30, 2011, Panel Meeting, the November 28, 2011 Conference Call Panel Meeting and the December 5, 46 
2011Conference Call Panel Meeting. 47 
 48 
 MOTION: 49 
Mr. Strickland made a motion to approve the agenda.  Ms. Shaw seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 50 
 51 
Chairperson’s Remarks: 52 
Chairperson Ms. Porter addressed the audience regarding deregulation of the Massage Therapy Panel.  Chairperson 53 
Porter made it clear that there was no merit to the deregulation rumors and that the Panel will continue to operate as 54 
usual. Her comments were confirmed and reiterated by Mr. Grigg. Chairperson Porter suggested a change to the 55 



agenda and requested that today’s conference call  be moved up on the agenda as applicant Jasmine Gonzalez was 56 
already on the phone line.  57 
 58 
 MOTION: 59 
Mr. Strickland made a motion to move Ms. Gonzales hearing up on the agenda to cover her conference call first.  60 
Ms. Shaw seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 61 
 62 
Jasmine Gonzales – Conference Call 63 
Jasmine Gonzales required a Panel review because her massage therapy degree was obtained in Puerto Rico.  64 
Ms. Gonzales spoke on her behalf stating she completed 1,000 of education and worked as a Chiropractor in Puerto 65 
Rico, and she took the national examination. Ms. Gonzales stated that the school she attended, Puerto Rico Massage 66 
& Bodywork Institute, was still open. She has a current license in Puerto Rico that will expire on 9/30/12.  67 
 68 
 MOTION: 69 
Mr. Stricklin made a motion to approve license.  Ms. Shaw seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 70 
 71 
 MOTION: 72 
Ms. Van Nostran  made a motion to resume the Panel meeting. Mr. Stricklin seconded the motion which carried 73 
unanimously. 74 
 75 
Administrator’s Remarks– Byron Ray 76 
Chairperson Ms. Porter turned the meeting over to Mr. Byron Ray, Administrator.  Mr. Ray recognized Ms. Linda 77 
Pearson, outgoing Panel member, for her many years of service to the Panel.  He read the plaque and presented it to 78 
Ms. Pearson.  Ms. Pearson thanked LLR and fellow Panel members for the opportunity to serve.  Chairperson Porter 79 
also thanked Ms. Pearson for her dedication to the profession and presented Ms. Pearson with a gift from the 80 
Massage Therapy Association.  81 
 82 
Mr. Ray reminded Panel members that the State Ethics Statement of Economic Interest was due on 4/15/2012. Panel 83 
members must complete the forms online and let him know when they have completed the process.  84 
 85 
Investigative Review Committee Report 86 
Mr. DeLeon Andrews delivered the investigative report.  Mr. Andrews reported that there were 14 open 87 
investigations, 1 formal complaint and that the IRC had several scheduled for review today.  Chairperson Porter 88 
asked Mr. Andrews to follow-up on a particular file that was 3 years old. Mr. Andrews stated that he knew of the file 89 
she referred to and would follow-up on the 3 year old case.  Mr. Grigg reminded Chairperson Porter that Mr. 90 
Andrews will report back to the Panel about the 3 year old case, but because Chairperson Porter was familiar with 91 
the case, she would have to recuse herself from case hearing, and allow the Panel members to handle the case. 92 
 93 
Office of General Counsel Report– No report 94 
 95 
Legislative Update Report 96 
Chairperson Ms. Porter turned the meeting over to Mr. Grigg for an update.  Mr. Grigg stated that the public 97 
comment period for the regulations changes was complete and that the subcommittee hearings are being setup now. 98 
Mr. Grigg or Mr. Ray will update the Panel if any new information becomes available. Mr. Grigg provided the Panel 99 
with the legislative update number #4239 assigned to the regulations changes submitted. Using this number, the 100 
Panel can track their information.  101 
 102 
Panel Member Reports 103 
FSMTB Annual Meeting Report – Jan Shaw 104 
Chairperson Porter stated that Ms. Shaw represented SC at the Annual Federation of States for Massage Therapy & 105 
Bodywork  (FSMTB) board meeting on October 13-15, 2011.  Ms. Shaw reported that she the FSMTB is trying to 106 
unite the country in the massage therapy profession.  There are 7 unregulated states and the FSMTB is pushing for 107 
the new MBLEX examination to be used by all states as opposed to the national examination for consistency.  Many 108 
states are also concerned about human trafficking and the number of schools in operation that are not legitimate.   109 
 110 
 111 



 112 
 113 
FSMTB Model Practice Act Report – Carolyn Porter 114 
Chairperson Porter stated that the date for the next FSMTB meeting will be emailed to Panel members.  She also 115 
mentioned that she is still working with FSMTB on a nationwide practice act, and that their committee plans to meet 116 
in New York City in May and June, 2012.  117 
 118 
Chairperson Porter recognized Mr. Grigg for additional comments.  Mr. Grigg stated that he wanted to clarify that 119 
the legislative updates had to do with the Panel’s Practice Act update which is different from the regulations.  The 120 
boards must find sponsors to introduce their Practice Act updates.  There was supposed to be an email sent to the 121 
Panel members.  Panel members need to contact their legislators to advocate on their behalf, by or before the first 122 
Wednesday in June 2012.  Chairperson Porter stated that she would follow-up and communicate more information 123 
to the Panel members at a later date. 124 
 125 
Budget Update 126 
Mr. Ray provided the Panel with information regarding the Panel’s budget for their information only.  Chairperson 127 
Porter requested that staff place any future budget information into the packets for the Panel to be reviewed before 128 
the next Panel meeting.  129 
 130 
Old Business 131 
 132 
License Fees 133 
Chairperson Porter suggested that the current license fees be lowered, considering the hardship of getting started in 134 
the massage therapy profession.  Chairperson Porter proposed lowering the renewal fee to $75.00 instead of $100 for 135 
the two year license.  Ms. Linda Pearson, former Panel member, explained that the fee was initially based on the 136 
number of people in the profession in the beginning when the license was first issued.  The Panel had to raise money 137 
and the fee was $100.  Now that there are over two thousand licensees, the fee should be lowered.    138 
 139 
 MOTION: 140 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to approve the new $75 license renewal fee for a two year license, effective immediately.  141 
Mr. Strickland seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 142 
 143 
New Business 144 
 145 
Approval of IRC Report 146 
Mr. Grigg stated to the Panel that the IRC Internal Review Committee makes recommendations to the Panel.  The 147 
report will be given to the Panel at each meeting.  The Panel reviews the information and makes a motion to 148 
approve.  Specific information can’t be given to the Panel, but general information and basics about each case can be 149 
provided.  The Panel must trust the decision of the IRC based on information presented to them.  The Panel was 150 
given the IRC report dated 3/28/2011 for review. Mr. Grigg stated that the Panel would approve the person from 151 
their profession who they want to be the IRC representative.  The Panel makes a motion to elect the person to serve 152 
as their IRC representative.  The representative would be reimbursed for their travel. 153 
 154 
Initial Application License Approval – Gabriel Cabrera 155 
Mr. Cabrera appeared to testify on his behalf.  Mr. Cabrera stated that his legal problems began in 2004 and the 156 
problems changed his life. He is not on probation and stated that he worked hard to change his life and has an 157 
opportunity to help others. The legal problems from 2008 stemmed from a sting operation that had nothing to do 158 
with him.  159 
 160 
Chairperson Porter stated that the Panel had no further questions for Mr. Cabrera and that his application would be 161 
discussed during executive session.  She added that staff would send Mr. Cabrera a letter on the final disposition of 162 
his license. Mr. Cabrera was free to leave awaiting the final decision of the Panel.  163 
 164 

MOTION: 165 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to go into Executive Session to consult with Advice Counsel.  Mr. Stricklin seconded the 166 
motion which carried unanimously. 167 



 168 
The Panel returned from Executive Session.  169 
 170 
 MOTION: 171 
Mr. Strickland  made a motion to approve the license with the stipulation that Mr. Cabrera provide a current SLED 172 
report for the next two years, at his own expense, to the Panel. Ms. Shaw seconded the motion which carried 173 
unanimously. 174 
 175 
Initial Application License Approval – Eric L. Williams 176 
Mr. Williams appeared to testify on his behalf.  Mr. Williams stated that he was a recent graduate and was not aware 177 
that his SLED report could affect his obtaining a license.  He stated that he was incarcerated and did his time.  Mr. 178 
Williams stated that he went to school, achieved perfect attendance and made changes to his life. He did not use the 179 
drugs he once sold, and that he is happy now and wants to live right. Mr. Williams stated that he went to massage 180 
therapy school to fulfill a life-long dream and has earned the nick-name “magic-hands”.  Mr. Williams stated that he 181 
has left the bad life behind and has three children.  182 
 183 
Chairperson Porter stated that the Panel had no further questions for Mr. Williams and that his application would be 184 
discussed during executive session.  She added that staff would send Mr. Williams a letter on the final disposition of 185 
his license. Mr. Williams was free to leave awaiting the final decision of the Panel.  186 
 187 

MOTION: 188 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to go into Executive Session to consult with Advice Counsel.  Mr. Stricklin seconded the 189 
motion which carried unanimously. 190 
 191 
The Panel returned from Executive Session.  192 
 193 
 MOTION: 194 
Mr. Strickland  made a motion to approve the license with the stipulation that Mr. Williams provide a current SLED 195 
report for the next two years, at his own expense, to the Panel. Ms. Shaw seconded the motion which carried 196 
unanimously. 197 
 198 
Endorsement Application License Approval – Wesley Patrick Lane 199 
Mr. Lane appeared before the Panel to testify on his behalf.  Mr. Lanes stated that he had been doing massage for 200 
over 30 years.  He was licensed in 1982 and had an instructor’s license in 1983.  He moved from Michigan to 201 
Hawaii and then to Nevada before moving to South Carolina.  Mr. Lanes stated that the school he attended is no 202 
longer open. The examination he took was the AMTA test consisting of a hands on and written examination.  He 203 
stated that he received excellent scores and completed 600 hours in Detroit in 1982.   204 
 205 
Chairperson Porter stated that the Panel had no further questions for Mr. Lane and that his application would be 206 
discussed during executive session.  She added that staff would send Mr. Lane a letter on the final disposition of his 207 
license. Mr. Lane was free to leave awaiting the final decision of the Panel.  208 
 209 

MOTION: 210 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to go into Executive Session to consult with Advice Counsel.  Mr. Stricklin seconded the 211 
motion which carried unanimously. 212 
 213 
The Panel returned from Executive Session.  214 
 215 
 MOTION: 216 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to approve the license for Mr. Lane.  Mr. Strickland seconded the motion which carried 217 
unanimously. 218 
 219 
Reinstatement Application License Approval – Adam Dintelman 220 
Mr. Dintelman appeared before the Panel to testify on his behalf.  Mr. Dintelman explained that he was not aware 221 
that a complaint was lodged against him in 2008.  Mr. Dintelman stated that he was terminated from his job at 222 



Massage Envy as he believed that because of the volume of clients waiting for a massage that he was rushing 223 
through the massages which may have been a problem for some clients.   224 
Chairperson Porter pointed out to Mr. Dintelman that breast massages were not allowed.  Mr. Dintelman stated that 225 
he was not aware that the massage he provided was not legal.  His license lapsed and he did not renew it.  Instead he 226 
went to Pharmacy school.  Investigator, Mr. Andrews stated that Mr. Dintelman left out the legal problem he had on 227 
his application and that he did not check the box indicating that he had legal problems in the profession.  Mr. 228 
Andrews also stated that there is a pending investigation with LLR and that the case may appear before the Panel 229 
again for determination.  230 
 231 
Mr. Grigg clarified to the Panel that they are currently here to only decide on the reinstatement of the massage 232 
therapy license.  The investigation would have to come back before the Panel at a later time.  233 
 234 
Mr. Dintelman testified that he was arrested for simple assault at a game and that the charges were dropped.  He 235 
stated that he took anger management classes that were not court ordered.  He paid a fine and that was the end of the 236 
case.  Mr. Dintelman stated that he learned that he needed to grow-up.  He is now 29 and currently in Pharmacy 237 
school.  He wants to reinstate his license to pay for school expenses.  238 
 239 
Chairperson Porter stated that the Panel had no further questions for Mr. Dintelman and that his application would 240 
be discussed during executive session.  She added that staff would send Mr. Dintelman a letter on the final 241 
disposition of his license. Mr. Dintelman was free to leave awaiting the final decision of the Panel.  242 
 243 

MOTION: 244 
Ms. Shaw made a motion to go into Executive Session to consult with Advice Counsel.  Mr. Stricklin seconded the 245 
motion which carried unanimously. 246 
 247 
The Panel returned from Executive Session.  248 
 249 
 MOTION: 250 
Mr. Strickland made a motion to reinstate the license. Ms. Shaw seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 251 
 252 
Policy for Special Needs 253 
The Panel members discussed massage therapy applicants who complete their school requirements but have little or 254 
no money to pay for their license examination.  It was stated that some schools offer assistance but not all.  The 255 
Panel will consider creating a fund in their budget to accommodate these hardship cases.  256 
 257 
 MOTION: 258 
Mr. Strickland made a motion to table the discussion for the next Panel meeting. Ms. Van  Nostran seconded the 259 
motion which carried unanimously. 260 
 261 
Public Comments 262 
Ms. Debbie Banker stated that it was great that the FSMBT and National examinations are working.  Mr. Marion 263 
Davis asked if students are welcome to attend any of the Panel meetings.  Chairperson Porter stated that the students 264 
were welcome as the meeting was a public meeting.  Mr. Steve Kessler, Dean at SouthEastern  introduced himself 265 
and stated that he will be attending Panel meetings in the future.  266 
 267 
Adjournment 268 
 269 

MOTION: 270 
Mr. Hastings made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Stricklin seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 271 
 272 
The next meeting of the Massage Therapy/Bodywork Panel is scheduled for April 20, 2012. 273 
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