
                  NURSING MANAGEMENT OF INVASIVE DEVICES  (CATHETER, LINES AND TUBES)
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Respiratory System - Registered Nurse (RN) Revised 3/24/16
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Upper Airway:

Naso-oral yes yes N/A yes yes N/A yes yes yes yes

Lower Airway:

Endotracheal yes (1) yes yes (2) yes (2) yes N/A yes yes yes yes (3)

Supraglottic Airway yes (1) yes yes yes(1) yes N/A yes yes yes yes

Tracheostomy no (1) yes yes(2)  yes (4) yes yes yes yes yes yes (3)

Chest Tubes no N/A no no yes yes yes (5) N/A yes yes (6)

Needle 
Decompression yes (7) N/A N/A N/A yes N/A yes N/A N/A yes

Footnotes for Respiratory System- Registered Nurse:
1

2
3
4
5
6
7

With specialized education and training may intubate in an emergency or as a member of transport teams when in communication with a licensed                     
independent practitioner.
Who have completed specialized education and training may perform these functions.

With specialized education and training in emergent situations may perform needle decompression for tension pneumothorax in accordance with Advisory              
Opinion #38.

RNs with special education and training may remove, reinsert or reposition a tracheostomy tube in a patient with a well established stoma.
With specialized education and training may extubate a patient with a licensed independent practitioner's order.

"Milking" chest tubes may be done to maintain patency according to agency policy.
Refer to advisory opinion #2 on the role of the RN in removing chest tubes.
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