South Carolina Building Codes Council
Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building
110 Centerview Drive, Upstate Room
Columbia, SC 29210

Tuesday, August 20, 2024 10:30 am

Welcome and Call To Order:
Delisa Clark, Council Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m.

Delisa Clark, Council Chairman, announced that notice of this meeting was properly posted at
the Building Codes Council Office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, and provided to
all requesting persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with 830-4-80 of the South
Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

Approval of Agenda:
August 20, 2024
MOTION
Mr. Briggman made a motion to approve the agenda for August 20, 2024. Ms. Hopkins seconded
the motion, which carried unanimously.

Introduction of Council Members and Others

Doug Terrell, Alan Campbell, Bennett Griffin, Michael Richardson, Melissa Hopkins, Mike
Lowman, Francis Hill, Darbis Briggman, Delisa Clark, Chris Cullum, Michael Julazadeh,
Stevenson Adams, Salvatore Napolitano, David Black, and Charles Stuart introduced themselves
as Council members.

Staff members participating in the meeting included: Ely Grote, Advice Counsel; Molly Price,
Program Director; Maggie Smith, Board Executive; and Teresa Martin, Administrative
Coordinator.

Katherine Boone, with Creel Court Reporting, appeared as the Court Reporter.

Approval of Excused Absences

MOTION
Mr. Hill made a motion to approve the absence of Patrick Bradshaw. Mr. Richardson seconded the
motion, which carried unanimously.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
a. May 21, 2024, Council Meeting
MOTION
Mr. Briggman made a motion to approve the minutes from May 21, 2024. Mr. Julazadeh seconded
the motion, which carried unanimously.

Chairman Remarks
Ms. Clark thanked everyone for attending.
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Staff Reports
a. Legislative Update — Holly Beeson

Ms. Beeson provided the Council with a summary of the process for an amendment to Regulation
Section 8-150(6)(F), under consideration later in the agenda, and noted that if the Council approves
that amendment that it will be considered in January. She also reminded the Council that the
regulation changes previously submitted for approval took effect on May 24, 2024.

b. Council Executive’s Report
Ms. Smith provided cash reports for both the Building Codes Council and the Certification
Program; and provided licensure statistics to the Council, citing 23 newly issued registrations and
two newly issued licenses as of August 15, 2024, with a total of 1,275 active licenses and
registrations.

Ms. Smith reminded those appointed to the Accessibility Committee of their appointment by virtue
of the seat they hold on the Council, and informed them that a meeting of the committee would be
scheduled in the upcoming months to discuss a request recently received for an interpretation by
the Accessibility Committee.

ICC recently announced that they are once again offering an in-person exam option for a $50
premium, and Mr. Bradshaw and Ms. Hopkins will be representing the Council at the ICC annual
conference in October.

Ms. Smith updated the Council on the status of the regulation changes, noting that the summary
of changes document, new applications, and website changes are being finalized and are expected
to be ready for posting by the end of the month. She also informed the Council that South Carolina
was awarded approximately $1 million in federal grant funds to be used in building codes and
hazard mitigation. These funds are slated to be used for ICC membership and access to digital
codes for all jurisdictions in South Carolina, and SC Emergency Management Division is heading
up the grant process and distribution of awarded funds.

c. Modular Building Program Report - Maggie Smith
Ms. Smith provided the latest modular plan review and label application numbers for the Council’s
review, citing 521 plan review applications and 4,190 label applications for fiscal year 2023-2024.

d. Office of Investigations and Enforcement (OIE) Report — Maurice Smith
Mr. Smith explained that there have been 38 new complaints filed since January 1, 2024. There
are currently two active investigations and 29 cases have been closed.

e. Investigative Review Conference (IRC) Report — Maurice Smith
The IRC met on August 6, 2024, and recommended three cases for dismissal.
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MOTION
Ms. Hopkins made a motion to approve the IRC report. Mr. Lowman seconded the motion, which
carried unanimously.

f. Office of Disciplinary Counsel (ODC) Report — Erin Baldwin
Ms. Baldwin referred the Council to the ODC report provided in their meeting materials and noted
four pending cases, offering to answer any questions. Ms. Baldwin also welcomed Rowland Alston
as the new Office of Disciplinary Counsel attorney for the Council.

Disciplinary Hearing

a. 2023-25 (Final Order Hearing)
The Building Codes Council held a disciplinary hearing regarding Craig A. Hurst. Mr. Hurst
appeared before the Building Codes Council and waived his right to legal counsel. All persons
testifying were sworn in by the court reporter. Disciplinary hearings are recorded by a certified
court reporter in the event that a verbatim transcript is necessary.

MOTION
Mr. Lowman made a motion to go into executive session for legal advice. Mr. Briggman
seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

MOTION
Mr. Briggman made a motion to come out of executive session. Mr. Cullum seconded the motion,
which carried unanimously.

It was noted for the record that no votes were taken during executive session.

MOTION
Ms. Hopkins made a motion that the Council finds Mr. Hurst has violated South Carolina Code
of Regulations 8-165 and Statute 40-1-110(f), and a public reprimand be issued, and license
placed on probation until respondent takes a three-hour ICC legal module class and passes a
certification exam. If completed within six months of the date of the final order, probation will
be lifted. If not achieved within six months of the date of the final order, the license will be
suspended until such time that certification is achieved. Mr. Briggman seconded the motion,
which carried unanimously.

Old Business

a. Regulation Amendment-Section 8-150(6)(F)
Ms. Smith proposed an amendment to Section 8-150(6)(F), changing the number of hours allowed
to be claimed for reimbursement through the Council from 12 hours per year to 24 hours per
registration cycle, with the ability for the Council to limit those hours to 12 if needed. This change
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is meant to remove the restriction on reimbursement, which has the potential to hinder registrants
in obtaining their required continuing education hours.

MOTION
Ms. Hopkins made a motion to approve Regulation Amendment, Section 8-150(6)(F). Mr.
Lowman seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

b. Appointment of Additional Code Study Committee Members

It is noted for the record that Michael Julazadeh recused himself.

Staff provided the Council with a ballot form to vote on the core and alternate members of the
Code Study Committee for the 2024 code modification cycle for the two additional seats added
under the regulation changes approved on May 24, 2024: a fire code official and a state licensed
contractor representing the mechanical trades. The Council voted Rick Fluegge as the core member
and Dillon Garris as the alternate member for the fire code official seat. Jeremy Long was voted
as the core member for the state licensed contractor representing the mechanical trades, and no
alternate was selected as there were no other nominees for this seat.

New Business
a. Modular Variance Request-Westwood Cabins, LLC

Mr. Chase Lantz with Westwood Cabins, LLC appeared requesting a variance from the
requirements of the Modular Buildings Construction Act, Section 23-43-85(A)(1), for the
minimum roof pitch requirement for model Bear Ridge 4013SC.

MOTION
Mr. Lowman made a motion to approve the variance request for model Bear Ridge 4013-SC, citing
that the minimum roof pitch requirement is not applicable in this situation. Ms. Hopkins seconded
the motion, which carried unanimously.

b. Clarification of Special Inspector Registration Requirements
Ms. Smith provided the Council with a draft of special inspector qualifications for registration,
reflecting the recent regulation changes that became effective on May 24, 2024. She stated that
staff does not have the expertise or authority to review and approve the qualifications, and asked
the Council for guidance.
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MOTION
Ms. Hopkins made a motion to direct staff to complete the qualifications draft and take it to the
standing Special Inspector Committee for review and recommendation. Mr. Briggman seconded
the motion, which carried unanimously.

Public Comments
None

Adjournment

MOTION
Mr. Lowman made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Cullum seconded the motion, which carried
unanimously.

There being nothing further, the meeting adjourned at 12:36 pm.
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