
MINUTES

South Carolina Board for Registration of Plofessional Engineer and Surveyors

9:30 a.m., January 20' 2015

Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building

110 Centerview Drive, Room 105

Columbia, SC

Call To Order
Chairoerson Rickborn called the meeting to order at 9:34 a'm'

Statement of Public Notice

cLirpa"r"" R',*b"rn stated public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the south carolina

State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Surveyors, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree

Building, and provided to all requesting persons, organizations and news media in compliance with

Section 30-4-80 of the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act'

lntroduction of Board Members and Other Persons Attending

B..rd r.rb"" p*sent included Timothy Rickborn, PE, chairperson; Dennis J. Fallon, Ph.D., PE, vice-

chairman; John P. Johnson, PE, PLs, Secretary; Gene L. Dinkins, PE, PLS; Miller t. Love, Jr., PE; Theresa

Hodge, PE; and NancY W. Cottingham.

staff members present included Lenora Addison-Miles, Administrator; Britton Jenkins, Program

Assistant; Donnell Jennings, Esq., Advice counsel; Erin Baldwin, office of Disciplinary counsel, charles

ldo, Assistant Deputy Direitor of the Professional occupational Licensing Division at LLR; Richelle Taylor,

LLR Interim Director; and Sharon cooke, office of Investigations and Enforcement.

other persons present included, Greg Jenness, Baxter simpson, chad Simpson, Bill Rettew, Josh Latham,

George Sembos, Vilora Mueller, Jay Rogers, Joe Jones, Rafik Gerges, christopher Moore' Marguerite

McClam, Han-Kwang Choi, Kevin Sohrabian, and lsmail Ozbek'

ADproval of Meeting Minutes
fvtOftOut To approve minutes for the November 10, 2014 board meeting'

Johnson/Fallon/aPProved.

MOTION: To approve minutes for the December 15, 2014 board meeting'

Johnson/cottingham/aPProved.

Review of AEenda

ch.ir*oon ni.ruorn asked if there were any proposed changes to the agenda for the January 20, 2015

agenda. He suggested that item 7d be moved before item 7a'
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Reports

MOTION:

MOTION:

Office of Investigations and Enforcement - Mrs' Miles reported that in 2014' OIE has

received a total;f49 cases. Fifteen cases are active investigations; 17 cases are closed; 11

cases were designated as do not open cases; two cases have been opened' but have not

been assigned. Four cases are pending board action' The oldest case is 244 days' There were

38 cases closed in 2014. Eleven of those cases were do not open. Mr' Love asked if there

wasanymovementonano|dercasefrom2oog.Mrs.Ba|dwinexp|ainedthatthecasehas
been finalized with the Office of Disciplinary Counsel and the expert reviewer and a

decisionwouldhavetobemadeonthecase.Mrs.Ba|dwinexplainedthatsheisdoingwhat
she can to expedite the case.

Investigative Review Committee Report - Mrs' Baldwin reported there has been Ereat

imorovement with the lRc logic to give better detail on the cases. Mr. Dinkins said that he is

very satisfied with the detailed IRC logic as opposed to previous reports'

To accept the IRC Report Dismissals. Dinkins/Johnson/approved'

To acceDt the lRc Report Formal complaints' Johnson/Fallon/approved'

office of Disciplinary Counsel Report - Mrs' Baldwin reported that since the last board

meeting, four cases have been closed. There are three cases currently pending board

hearingl Mrs. Baldwin explained that they are moving through cases at a reasonable pace

and reipondents are usually willing to work with ODC and the Board Mrs' Baldwin noted

there are three Consent Agreements pending the Chairman's signature' She advised the

board that requiring original signatures puts a delay on cases being handled timely' 5he

suggested that the board examine the process in a few months to determine if it is still

efficient.

Administrative Report - Mrs. Miles reported effective January 1, 2015 the new mileage

reimbursement rate is 57.5 cents per mile. She noted the information on mandatory filing of

statement of Economic Interest reports were emailed to each member on January 7, 2015

and members are reminded to submit reports electronically by noon on March 30' 2015'

Mrs. Miles reported that calendar year 2014 travel statements were also emailed to all

boardmembers.Mrs'Mi|esnotedthatasofJanuary13,2015therewere28,140|icensees'
since implementation of the Early PE exam, the board has received 207 applications' Fifty-

two examinees have taken and passed the exam' She explained the CE Audit results are

being finalized. one hundred thirty (130) licensees were randomly selected in the audit' Two

individuals failed to comply with the cE audit resulting in administrative suspension. one

audit issue has been forwarded to the ODC for a Consent Agreement and fine' COA renewals

beganthefirstweekofJanuary.AsofJanuary16,2Ol5,526firmsandT8brancheswere
cuirent through March 2017. A total of 2,373 firms and 803 branches are still active in

renewa|.Mrs.HodgeaskedMrs.Milestoinc|udethenumberofcandidateswhotookthe
Early PE and failed in the report at the next board meeting Mr' Love requested thatthe

Aoaid lvlember/ Staff Evaluation sheets be updated to add an "Early PE Candidate" section'

Mrs. Miles noted that it could be added.

o.
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e' Financia| Report - Riche||e Tay|or, |nterim Director of LLR, presented the financia| report to

theboard.ShereferredtotheJu|y2014financia|report,ofwhichshepointedoutthe
percentagerateincreasefrom3.g%to6.24%.shenotedthatthefinancedepartmenthas
since re-examined the calculation and is now back to 3.75%. Mrs. Taylor explained that the

POL administration percentage is based on previous years' Mrs' Taylor noted that when a

boardhasparticularcharges|ikecertificatepapertheyarechargedindividua||y.other
general administration costs such as printer cartridges, Seneric paper, and other supplies,

and some administrative staff, are usually shared between the boards. Mrs. Hodge asked if

the medical boards and business boards costs were separate. Mrs. Taylor said they have all

beencombinedanda||theboardssharethecostofadministrationfees'Mrs.Tay|or
explainedthattheyarehopingtogetanauditorpositioninJune'whowouldworkclosely
withtheboardstoansweranyfinancia|questionstheymayhave.Mrs.HodSeaskedwhen
thenew|yadjustedpercentagestakeeffect.Mrs.Tay|ornotedthattheytakeeffectinJu|y
everyyear.Mrs.Hodgeaskedthattheboardbegivensometypeofindicationatmeetings
before the changes take place so that they are aware'

Fundins Requests

- 
.. The scspls presented a funding request for s17,500 for the surveyo/s continuing

Education Conference and Trade Show'

MOTION: To approve the 517,500 funding request for the scsPLS Surveyo/s continuin8 Education

Conference & Trade Show. Hodge/.lohnson/approved'

b.TheACEC-sCSPEpresentedafundingrequestfor$6,000fortheirannuaIwintermeeting.

MoT|oN:Toapprovethess,0o0AcEc.scsPEfundingrequestfortheirannua|wintermeeting.
Dinkins/Fallon/aPProved.

Disciolinarv Hearings_..8.-t"'simpson,ofApp|eTreecontractorsappearedbeforetheboardforadiscip|inary

hearing. Mr. Simpson was not represented by counsel' Mr' Chad Simpson seNed as a

witness. This matter was recorded by a court reporter to provide a verbatim script, should

one be necessary.

MOTION: To enter executive session for legal advice. Johnson/Hodge/approved.

MOTION: Toexitexecutivesession.Love/Johnson/approved'

MoT|oN:Toissueapub|icreprimandandfineofs2,o00forVio|ationofSouthcaro|inacode40-
42-250 and 40-22-110(AX5)' Apple Tree Contractors shall be issued a COA upon

payment of fine. Dinkins/Hodge/approved'

b.Wi||iamRettew,l|appearedbeforetheboardforadiscip|inaryhearing.Mr.Rettewwasnot
represented by counsel. This matter was recorded by a court reporter to provide a

verbatim script, should one be necessary'
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MOTION: To enter executive session for legal advice. Hodge/Dinkins/approved.

MoTloN: To exit executive session. cottinghamlohnson/approved'

MOTION: To issue a public reprimand and a fine of 52,000 for violation of South carolina codes 40-

22-110(AX5),40-22.30(A),and4o-22-30(C).ThecoAforRettewEngineeringcompanysha||
be reinstated upon payment of fine. Dinkins/Fallon/approved'

c.RichardRogers||appearedbeforetheboardforadiscip|inaryhearing.Mr.Rogerswasnot
represented by counsel. This matter was recorded by a court reporter to provide a

verbatim script, should one be necessary'

MOTION: To enter executive session for legal advice. Hodge/Dinkins/approved

MOTIoN: To exitexecutive session. Cottingham/Hodge/approved'

Mrs. Hodge noted that in the matter of the individual Richard RoSers ll, the board found that he

violated south carolina codes 40-1-110 (1xA) and 4o-22-110(Ax1). In the matter of Rogers Engineering,

the board found that it has violated south carolina codes 40-1-110(lxA) and 40-22-110(Ax1)'

MOTION: To issue a public reprimand for both Richard Rogers ll, the individual and Rogers

Engineering, the firm and impose a fine of 55,000' Hodge/Fallon/approved'

MOTION: To reinstate the COA of Rogers Engineering upon payment of fine'

Hodge!ohnson/aPProved.

Application Hearings

a. The board conducted an application hearing to determine whether Joshua Latham should

be allowed to sit for the PE Exam. Mr. Latham was not represented by counsel. GeorSe

sembosservedasawitness.Mrs'Hodgewasrecused.Thismatterwasrecordedbyacourt
reporter to produce a verbatim script, should one be necessary'

MOTION: To allow Mr. Latham to sit for the PE exam. Dinkins/Fallon/approved.

The board recessed for lunch from 12:33 p.m' to 1:13 p'm'

b. The board conducted an application hearing for reinstatement of coA for Jon Guerry Taylor

&Associates.christopherMoore,ownerofthefirm,appearedonbeha|fofthecompany.
Mr. Moore was not represented by counsel and did not present any witnesses'

MOTION: To enter executive session for legal advice. Dinkins/Fallon/approved.

MOTIoN: Toexitexecutive session. Hodgelohnson/approved'
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MOTION: To issue a public reprimand for the firm Jon Guerry Taylor & Associates, and impose a fine

of 52,400 for violation of SC Code 40 -2?-25OA. To reinstate Certification of Authorization

upon payment of fine.

c. The board conducted an application hearing for Han-Kwang Choi's Professional Engineering

licensure in South Carolina by Comity. Mr. Choi was not represented by counsel and did not

present any witnesses. This matter was recorded by a court reporter to produce a verbatim

script, should one be necessarY

MOTION: To enter executive session for legal advice, Dinkins/Fallon/approved'

MOTION: Toexitexecutivesession.Johnson/Dinkins/approved'

MOTION: To grant professional engineering licensure by comity to Mr. Han-Kwang choi.

Hodge/Fallon/aPProved.

Mr. Choi was advised that the company he works for, Doosan Heavy Industries, must apply for a

Certificate of Authorization to provide services in South Carolina.

d. The board conducted an application hearing for Rafik Gergey Professional Engineering

licensure in South Carolina by Comity. Mr. Gerges was not represented by counsel and did

not present any witnesses. This matter was recorded by a court reporter to produce a

verbatim script, should one be necessary.

MOTION: To enter executive session for legal advice. Johnson/Fallon/approved'

MOTION: Toexitexecutivesession' Cottingham/Hodge/approved'

MOTION: To grant Professional Engineering licensure by comity to Mr' Rafik Gerges'

Johnson/Fallon/aPProved.

Application Reviews

a. The board reviewed an application of Leonda Brooks for an FE waiver. Mr. Brooks was not

present. He was not represented by counsel.

MOTION: To approve FE waiver. Love/Hodge/approved.

b. The board reviewed an application of Mark casey for an FE waiver. Mr. casey was not

oresent. He was not represented by counsel.

MOTION: To approve FE Waiver. Dinkins/Love/approved.

c. The board reviewed an application of Edward west for an FE waiver. Mr. west was not

Dresent. He was not represented by counsel.

MOTION: To approve FE waiver and issue license by comity. Dinkins/Fallon/approved.
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MOTION3 To enter executive session or legal advice. Allow Mr. Joe Jones and Mrs. Baldwin to

participate for legislation discussion. Johnson/Hodge/approved'

MOTION: To exit executive session. Cottinghamlohnson/approved'

Unfinished Business

-r. 
The board reviewed action items for the November lOth meeting. Mr. Rickborn noted that

all items were completed or on a future agenda. Mr. Rickborn noted that he and Lenora

would draft letters to the universities for licensure outreach. He said that he has not had

time to draft the letters, but would be doing that in the near future'

b. The board deferred reviewing the spreadsheet for calculating fines to the next board

meeting for further review.

c. The board deferred the discussion of the Successor Engineer/ Surveyor Policy to the next

board meeting for further review'

d. The board discussed education qualifications for the FE exam. Mrs. Miles presented an email

sent by Dr. Walter Castro, the board's education consultant' ln the email' Dr' Castro

proposesthattheboardrequireapp|icantswithaMaste/sDegreeinEngineeringfroman
American universaty, but no undergraduate engineerinE degree have a credential evaluation

oerformed. Mr. Dinkins noted that they have had this dilemma in the past and that some

institutions have not fulfilled all BS/ABET requirements. He has mixed reviews on the subject

because even though individuals may not technically meet all BS/ABET requirements, they

may have received their maste/s degree from a school that is EAC/ABET accredited' Mr.

Dinkins said he would suspect they are qualified based on the education from the maste/s

degree in engineering. Mr. Dinkins suggested the board wait on making a decision on this

until further information is available. Mrs. Miles added that South Carolina Regulation 49-

200 notes the board will recognize the degrees of master of engineering or master of

science in engineering in a program accredited by EAC/ABET at either the baccalaureate or

masters, level as fulfilling the education requirement. Mr. Dinkins noted the re8ulation may

need to be revisited based on NCEES credential evaluation criteria. Mr. Dinkins suggested

that Mrs. Miles respond to Dr. Castro's inquiry to note that the statutes state that a maste/s

degreedoessatisfyrequirements.Mr.Rickbornnotedthattheboardwi||getaresponseout
to Dr. Castro.

e. The board deferred discussion on the interpretation of section 300 of the Building official

Manual to the next board meeting for further review'

f. The board reviewed a draft ofthe Early Ps exam application. Mr. Rickborn asked if the

application should differentiate between Tier A and Tier B Land surveying. Mr' Johnson said

that it wouldn't make much of a difference.

MOTIoN: To implement Early PS application. Johnson/Hodge/approve'
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g. The board reviewed the cv's of Portfolio Review committee volunteers. Mr. Johnson noted

that the list referred to Mr. Love as a "former board member." Mrs. Miles noted that the

list will be uPdated.

MoT|oN:Toapprovethe|istofvolunteersforthePortfo|ioReviewcommittee.
Johnson/Hodge/aPProved.

Mrs. Hodge asked what the process was for individuals wishing to be on the list of Portfolio

Review Committee volunteers. Mr. Rickborn noted that if they are new, they would have to

submit their resume and credentials to Mrs. Miles for review. Mrs. Miles noted that Mr.

Tibshrany is not able to serve right now, and a replacement is needed for electrical

engineering committee review. Dr' Fallon recommended Mr' lohn Peeples as a

replacement. Mrs. Miles said she would contact him'

h. The board reviewed lRc member terms and appointments. Mrs. Miles reported that she

incIudedinformationonthemembe/stermsandappointmentsaswe||asinformationon
the proposed surveyor expert reviewers and resumes She noted Thurl Amick' one ofthe

suggested reviewers was contacted by oDc to help with a case. she added that Joe Barrick

and Kent Hudson have submitted their resumes and are also interested in serving as expert

reviewers. Mr. Rickborn noted that the member term limit for the IRC is eight years and it

should be staggered for two Years.

MOTION:

MOTION:

ToappointzachMccheeasmemberoneoftheengineerins|Rccommitteefortheterm
beginning January !,2OI2 and ending on ianuary 1, 2016' To appoint Pat Gambill to sewe

onlhe engineering lRc as member two for the term from January 1, 2014 and end on

January 1, 2018. Hodgefohnson/ approved.

To appoint Rick Inman as land surveyor lRc member one with the term beginninS January 1,

2013 and ending January 1, 2017. To appoint Dennis Johns as surveyor IRC member two

beginning January 1, 2015 and ending January 1, 2019' Dinkins/Hodge/approved'

i. The board reviewed a section ofthe Recovering Professional Program (RPP) Questionnaire'

Mr. Rickborn noted that the previous section read, "RPP will conduct a mutual awareness

effort targeting hea|thcare professiona|s.,, |t has been changed to, ,,RPP wi|l conduct a

mutual awareness targeting professionals."

MOTION: To approve the RPP Questionnaire with changes' Hodge/lohnson/approved'

New Business
a. Mr. Rickborn noted that the board

executive session.

reviewed the NCEES lnstitution Reports in the earlier

b. Mrs. Miles noted that NCEES has sent a callfor nominations for service awards and

submissions have to be made by January 31, 2015'

MoT|oN:TonominateGeneDinkinsfortheNcEEsDistinguishedServiceAward.
Hodge/Fallon/aPProved'
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Mrs.Mi|esaskediftherewereanynomineesfortheadditiona|NCEESawards.Theboard
had no further nominations.

c.Theboardreviewedtrave|forthe2015NcEEssouthernzoneandAnnua|Meetings.Mr.
Rickbornnotedthatinthepast,theboardauthorizedtopayformembersthatarenot
fundedbyNCEES,theboardadministrator,legalcounsel'andoneinvestigator'

MoT|oN:Toapprovefundingfortrave|totheNcEEssouthern/WesternZonemeeting,andNcEEs
Annua|meetingforboardmembersnotfundedbyNcEEs,boardadministrator,|ega|
counsel, and investigator. To approve funding for board members John Johnson and

Gene Dinkins to travel to the Colonial States meeting' Hodge/Love/approved'

d.Mrs.Hodgeannouncedthatshep|anstorunforNcEEssouthernzoneVicePresident.Mrs.
Hodge noied that she feels like she can do a good job based on the knowledge she has

gained during her service as secretary and Treasurer

MOTION: To endorse Mrs. Hodge for NcEES Southern zone vice President. Dinkins/Fallon/approved'

Mr.DinkinsrequestedthatLenorasenda|etterendorsinghernominationonbeha|foftheSouth
carolina Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land surveyors. Mrs Miles said that she

wou|dsendthe|etter.Mr.Rickbornnotedthathewou|dmakeanannouncementattheupcoming
NCEES BPA meeting.

e'Theboarddeferredthese|ectionoftheJointTaskForceRepresentativeuntilthenext
scheduled board meeting'

f.Theboardreviewedthesubjectofboardconsu|tanteducationeva|uations.Mrs.Mi|es
explainedthatDr.castroiscontractedbyLLRtoprovideconsu|tingandresearchservices.
Herecent|yreceivedarequestdirect|yfromanapp|icanttosendhiseva|uationtotheTexas
board.Mrs.Mi|esexp|ainedthatDr.castronotifiedLLRoftherequestbecausehewas
unsureifhewasa||owedtosendthecomp|etedeva|uationtoanotherstate.Mr'Dinkins
asked if there were any legal implications Mr' Jennings noted he looked it over and

confidentiality issues will ieed to be addressed, but he does not see anything that would

orohibitMrs.MilesfromsendingthoseevaIuations.Mr.Jenningssuggested,however,that
if they plan to send that particular education evaluation to Texas, the board may want to

reviewthepossibiIityofsendingevaIuationstootherstatesinthefuture'Mr.Dinkinssaid
that an administrative fee of 5100 should be assessed. Mr. Johnson noted that he does not

seeanissuelnsendingthemwiththefee.Mr.Jenningssaidthathewou|dworkwithMr.
DeanGriggstoreviewthecontractwithDr.castrotoworkoutanyissuesthatmayarise.

MOTION: To allow board staff to send certified copies of Education credential Evaluations performed

forthesouthcaro|inaBoardtoanotherdu|y|icensedstateboardforanadministrativefee
of S100, in addition to Dr. castro's fee. Dinkins/Hodge/approved'

g.TheboardreviewedacorporateSea|/CoAinquiry.Mr.Jenningsexp|ainedthatanengineer
working for Duke Energy has inquired if the Duke Energy seal has to be applied to drawings

in addiiion to the individual PE. He requested the board to take a position on the question
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so that he can respond back to the inquiry. Mr. Johnson noted that electrical utilities were

exemptfrombothcoAsandIicenseddrawings.Mr.Dinkinsaddedthattheexemptionsin
SouthCaroIinaCodesection4o-22.280(AX5)incIudetheworkorpracticeofaregu|ar
employeeofapublicutility,telephoneutility,oranelectricalutilitycompanyaslongasthe
emp|oyeeisactua||yandexc|usive|yemp|oyed.Mr.Dinkinssuggestedthattheboardcite
this exemption in reply to the inquiry'

Other Business
lvt". Miles added that the board needed to designate two funded delegates for the NCEES

Southern/Western Zone meeting' Mr' Rickborn suggested Mrs' Hodge and himself The

boardagreed.Mr.JenningsnotedthathemetwithDarraCo|eman,ChiefAdviceCounse|of
LLR, and she requested thlat he reiterate LLR,s Media policy to board members. He explained

that LLR'S Media Policy is that in the event the board member is approached by a media

out|et,therequestshou|dbereferredtoLLR,sofficeofcommunicationstoensureproper
hand|ing.Theboardmembermayen|istLLR,Sassistanceininvo|vingtheofficeof
Communications,ormaycommunicatedirectlywithLesiaKudelkatocoordinatean
appropriateresponse.Mr.Jenningsnotedthatwiththestartofthe|egis|ationseason
heatingup,boardmembersmayseeinquiriesforprintmediaandte|evisionandLLRwou|d
|ikeforthemtodirectthoseinquiriestotheagency.Mr.RickbornaskedMr.Jenningsto
send a copy of the policy to all board members'

Notice of Next MeetinP
The next meeting of the sc Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and surveyors will be held

on Tuesday, Febiuary 17, 2015 at the sc Department of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation, synergy

Business Park, Kingstree Bui|ding, u0 centerview Drive, Room 105, co|umbia, 5c and wil| beSin at 9:30

a.m.

There being no further business:

MOTION: To adjourn. Hodge/Johnson/approved'

The meeting adjourned at 4:41 P.m.

RespectfullY Submitted,

frh, S

Britton S. Jenkins, Program Assistant
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