South Carolina Board of Funeral Service
Board Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 24, 2025 at 10:00 am
110 Centerview Dr., Kingstree Building, Lowcountry Conference Room
Columbia, South Carolina 29210

Meeting Called to Order
Gregory Evans, President, called the meeting of the South Carolina State Board of Funeral
Services to Order at 10:00am

Public Notice- Public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the S.C. Board of Funeral
Service office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, and on the Board website and provided
to all requesting persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of
the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

Pledge of Allegiance
All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of the Agenda

Motion: To approve the agenda. Motion was made by Mr. Dickerson and seconded by Mr.
Price. This motion passed.

President’s Remarks- Gregory Evans
Mr. Evans greeted and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Introduction of the Board Members and Persons Attending the Meeting

Board Members Present
Gregory Evans, President, of Newberry
Landis D. Price I, of Leesville
James P. Hodge, of Anderson
Timothy Cox, of Williamston
Stoney Bachman, of Norway
R. Douglas Hawkins, of Florence
Megan Driggers, of Summerville
Darryl Dickerson, of Goose Creek
William Taylor, of Chesterfield (via WebEXx)

SCLLR Staff Present
Brandy Duncan, Advice Counsel
Matalie Mickens, Board Executive
Latoya Houser, Administrative Coordinator
Shamone Breazeale, Administrative Assistant
Alexis Bell, Disciplinary Counsel, Office of Disciplinary Counsel
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Robert Dean, Program Manager

Byron Ray, Investigator

Kirsten Mobley, Investigator

Tori Smith, Investigator

Clay Summerton, Inspector

Jennifer Stilwell, Assistant Deputy Director

Public Present:
Desmond Brown Sr.
Philip Tillman
Ann Tillman
AlJ Glover
Rion Rampey
Adam Birr
James Fishcer 111
Allison Rodriguez
Larry Williams
Rob Tyson
Daina Brown
Cassandra Backus
Lance Wimberly
Amber Littman
Travis Rick Sr.
Odislen Bomar

Approval of Excused Absences:

Motion: To approve excused absence of Mr. Thomas Wright, IV and Wayne Pratt. The motion
was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Dickerson. The motion passed.

Approval of Excused Absences of IRC Members:
There were none.
Approval of Meeting Minutes

1. February 19, 2025 Board Meeting

Motion: To approve the February 19, 2025 meeting minutes. The motion was made by
Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

2. February 20, 2025 Board Meeting
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Motion: To approve the February 20, 2025 meeting minutes with one correction as to
Board member present. The motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hodge.
The motion passed.

Presentation of Service Plaque

Former Board President, Ms. Thoma Williams was presented with a Service Plague by the Board
members and thanked for her service.

Staff Reports

Board Executive- Matalie Mickens

Ms. Mickens introduced new staff member Latoya Houser as the Administrative Coordinator for
the Board. Ms. Mickens presented the reports of the licensee totals and change of manager
report. Ms. Mickens also informed Board Members of her and Mr. Cox’s attendance in February
at the 121 Annual Meeting of International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards in
Palm Springs, California where she was elected to the Board of Directors for the conference.

Financial report: The cash balance is $57,323.32 as of March 31, 2025.

Office of Inspections Report- Jennifer Stillwell

Ms. Stillwell presented the Inspection Report. For the time between February 13, 2025, to April
14, 2025, 80 inspections were performed. A total of 148 inspections were performed January 1,
2025 to April 14, 2025.

Office of Investigations and Enforcement (OIE) Report- Robert Dean, Program Manager
Mr. Dean presented the Office of Investigation and Enforcement (OIE) Report. There have been
a total number of 25 complaints received from January 1, 2025 through April 11, 2025. There are
a total of 16 active investigations and 13 cases have been closed.

Investigative Review Conference (IRC) Report - Robert Dean, Lead Investigator

Mr. Dean presented the IRC report for the Board’s review. There weres a total of 9 cases
recommended for dismissal.

Motion: To approve the IRC Report. Motion made by Mr. Hodge and seconded by Mr.
Hawkins. The motion passed.

Office of Disciplinary Counsel (ODC) Report - Alexis Bell, Esq.

Ms. Bell presented the Office of Disciplinary report and provided that as of April 15, 2025 there

are 26 open cases; 17 pending hearings & agreements; a total of 6 cases have been closed since
the prior Board meeting. Since January 1, 2025, a total of 11 cases have been closed.
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Application Hearing - Funeral Establishment
A. Change of Manager — Extension Request

1. Backus Funeral Home- Florence, SC — Daina Brown
Ms. Mickens informed the Board that the application is now complete with a new manager
named and that the request is for the Board to approve the application with Ms. Brown as the
manager of record. Mr. Hawkins recused himself.

Daina Brown and Cassandra Backus were both sworn in. Both testified and responded to the
questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session for legal advice. Motion was made by Mr. Price and
seconded by Ms. Driggers. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Dickerson. The motion passed.

Motion: To approve Ms. Daina Brown as manager and rescind the temporary suspension of
Backus funeral home, all pending inspection. Motion was made by Mr. Price and
seconded by Mr. Dickerson. The motion passed.

Change of Agenda as Outlined

Mr. Evans suggested a change in the agenda as outlined for Ms. Holly Beeson to provide
the Legislative update due to her having another pending engagement to attend. Ms. Beeson
advised the Board of the Legislative updates.

B. New Facility

1. Rick’s Funeral Services and Cremations, LLC- Greenville- Odislen Bomar
Ms. Mickens informed the Board that the application is complete and that the request is for the
Board to approve the new facility with Mr. Odislen Bomar as the manager of record.

Mr. Odislen Bomar, Travis Ricks, and Amber Littman were all sworn in. All testified and
responded to questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session for legal advice. Motion was made by Mr. Hawkins and
seconded by Mr. Price. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hodge. The motion passed.
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Motion: To approve the application pending final inspection with Mr. Bomar listed as the
manager. Motion was made by Mr. Taylor and seconded by Mr. Price. The motion passed.

10 Minute Break

2. Augusta Cremation & Funeral Care — North Augusta — Larry Williams

Ms. Mickens informed the Board that the application is complete and that the request is for
the Board to approve the new branch facility with Mr. Larry Williams as the manager of
record.

Mr. Larry Williams was both sworn in. Mr. Williams testified, his attorney Mr. Rob Tyson
spoke, and responded questions asked by the Board.

Motion: To go into Closed Session to ask a clarifying question. Motion was made by Mr. Price
and seconded by Ms. Driggers. The motion passed.

Motion: To open Closed session. Motion was made by Mr. Hawkins and seconded by Mr.
Hodge. The motion passed.

The Board asked additional questions of Mr. Williams. Mr. Williams responded to questions
asked by the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session for legal advice. Motion was made by Ms. Driggers and
seconded by Mr. Hodge. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Ms. Driggers and seconded by Mr. Hodge. The motion passed.

Motion: Mr. Price requested the motion be stated by Advice Counsel, Brandy Duncan. Motion
to deny the application due to issues noted during the hearing with the operating agreement
referencing a vape shop, vape shop activities, and dates within the application not aligning to
items in the application, as well as handwritten changes. Motion was made by Mr. Price and
seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Application Hearings- Funeral Director and/or Embalmer Applications
a. Initial or Extension of Funeral Director and Embalmer Apprenticeship

1. Desmond Brown Sr.
Ms. Mickens informed the Board that the application is complete. Ms. Mickens informed the
Board that Mr. Brown was not licensed within 5 years and that staff is requesting direction on
whether his application should be considered an initial application or an extension of his
apprenticeship.
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Mr. Brown was sworn in. He testified and responded to the questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into a Closed Session. Motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr.
Dickerson.

Motion: To go into Executive Session for legal advice. Motion was made by Ms. Driggers and
seconded by Mr. Price. Motion was amended by Ms. Driggers to allow Ms. Mickens to remain
for Executive Session. The motion was seconded by Mr. Price. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hodge. The motion passed.

Motion: To go into Open Session. Motion was made by Mr. Hawkins and seconded by Mr.
Hodge.

Motion: To approve the application as the initial application for apprenticeship with no credit
given from any former or past apprenticeships. The motion was made by Mr. Hodge and
seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Lunch Break
b. Extension of Apprenticeship — Reconsideration

1. Allison Rodriquez
Mr. Evans reviewed the previous decision made by the Board in February 2025. Ms. Rodriguez
completed her apprenticeship more than 5 years ago and that she was seeking an extension of time to take
her Funeral Director license exam. Ms. Mickens confirmed the application packet is complete and in
chronological order. Ms. Rodriquez is requesting a reconsideration. Mr. Price recused himself.

Ms. Rodriguez was sworn in. She testified and responded to questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session for legal advice. Motion was made by Mr. Dickerson and
seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Hawkins and seconded by Mr. Hodge. The motion passed.

Motion: To deny the reconsideration request for Ms. Rodriguez. The motion was made by Mr.
Hawkins and seconded by Mr. Dickerson. The motion passed.

For the Record
Mr. Darryl Dickerson exits the meeting at 2:14 p.m.
Mr. William Taylor exits WebEx at 2:30 p.m.
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Disciplinary Hearings

These proceedings were recorded by a court reporter in order to produce a verbatim
transcript should one be necessary.

A. Formal Complaint

1. Case No: 2024-73

Ms. Bell, Disciplinary Counsel, representing the State, presented the Formal Complaint.
The respondent appeared before the Board, was sworn in, testified, and answered
questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session to seek legal advice. The motion was made by Mr. Hodge
and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Hawkins and seconded by Mr. Cox. The motion passed.

Motion: To hold that that State has met its burden of proof that the Respondent indeed violated
the statutes and regulations. The Respondent’s license should be immediately suspended until
such time the Respondent has completed one CE hour and paid a fine of $500.00. The
suspension will be lifted once the requirements have been met. The motion was made by Mr.,
Hodge and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion was approved.

For the Record
Mr. Stoney Bachman exits the meeting at 4:36 p.m.

B. Formal Complaint

2. Case No: 2024-97

Ms. Bell, Disciplinary Counsel, representing the State, presented the Formal Complaint.
The respondent appeared before the Board, was sworn in, testified, and answered
questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session to seek legal advice. The motion was made by Mr. Hodge
and seconded by Mr. Price. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Motion: To dismiss this case and issue a Letter of Caution to ensure the Respondent regularly
responds to emails and familiarizes himself with CE Broker. The motion was made by Mr.
Hodge and seconded by Mr. Price. The motion was approved.

For the Record
Mr. Stoney Bachman returns to the meeting at 4:55 p.m.
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C. Memorandum of Agreement & Stipulations

3. Case No: 2024-129

Ms. Bell, Disciplinary Counsel, representing the State, presented the Formal Complaint.
The respondent appeared before the Board, was sworn in, testified, and answered
questions from the Board.

Motion: To go into Executive Session to seek legal advice. The motion was made by Ms.
Driggers and seconded by Mr. Price. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Hawkins and seconded by Ms. Driggers. The motion passed.

Motion: To accept the MOA and issue the Respondent a public reprimand. The continuing
education from South Carolina Funeral Directors Association dated February 4, 2025 will be
counted toward the 2022 through 2024 renewal period. Currently, all CE requirements will need
to be satisfied for the 2024 through 2026 renewal period. The motion was made by Mr. Hodge
and seconded by Ms. Driggers. The motion passed.

Discussion
1. Continuing Education

The Board discussed what was previously addressed in the Legislative update by Ms. Holly
Beeson.

Motion: To go into Executive Session to consult with Advice Counsel. The motion was made by
Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Motion: To exit executive session where legal advice was sought and no votes were taken.
Motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hodges. The motion passed.

Motion: To request that LLR post links on its website to the professional associations and their
CE offerings to indicate upcoming CEs so that licensed individuals can access those and
understand the continuing education approved courses that are being offered. The motion was
made by Ms. Driggers and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Motion: To request that LLR staff expand its current 2 CE courses taught by Ms. Mickens at the
association meetings to 4 total courses. It was recommended that the courses would be offered 4
times throughout the year and make those times available for licensees to attend. The motion was
made by Ms. Driggers and seconded by Mr. Hawkins. The motion passed.

Public Comments

There were none.
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Adjournment

Motion: To adjourn. The motion was made by Mr. Price and seconded by Mr. Hodge. The
motion passed.

The next scheduled meeting for the SC Board of Funeral Service is June 18 and June 19,
2025 at 10:00 a.m.
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