MINUTES
SC Board of Landscape Architectural Examiners Board Meeting

Board Meeting — November 5, 2025 at 10 a.m.
Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building
110 Centerview Drive, Midlands Conference Room
Columbia, SC

Call to Order
Chairman Kinney called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

Statement of Public Notice

Public notice of this meeting was properly posted at the S.C. Board of Landscape Architectural
Examiners office, Synergy Business Park, Kingstree Building, and provided to all requesting persons,
organizations, and news media in compliance with Section 30-4-80 of the South Carolina Freedom of
Information Act. Members of the public who wish to observe may do so at
https://lIr.sc.gov/land/videos.aspx

Approval of Agenda

Mr. Kinney asked for a motion to adopt the agenda of the November 5, 2025, meeting.

MOTION: Mr. McLeod moved to approve the agenda of the November 5, 2025, meeting.
Mr. Simmons seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Introduction of Board Members and Others
Other Board members participating included: Edward Kinney, PLA, Chairman; Andrew Cheatham, PLA,
Vice-Chairman; Laura Dukes, PLA; J. Parks McLeod, PLA; Kenneth Simmons, Jr., PLA; Frank Barron, Public
Member; and Jean Catalano, Public Member.

Staff members participating included: Johnnie Rose, Board Executive; Carolyn Sutherland, Esq., Office of
Advice Counsel; and Charlie Gwynne, Esq., Office of Advice Counsel; and Sherri Moorer, Administrative
Coordinator.

Other participants included: Nadine Garrett (Creel Court Reporting).

Approval of Minutes
Mr. Kinney asked for a motion on the minutes of the August 6, 2005, meeting.

MOTION: Ms. Catalano moved to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2025, meeting.
Mr. Barron seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Staff Reports
Mr. Rose gave the Executive’s Report:
e Mr. Rose thanked the Board members for their initiatives this year.
e Mr. Rose reminded the Board members to direct questions from the public to LLR staff. Board
staff will ensure the appropriate communications and/or legal counsel are informed.


https://llr.sc.gov/land/videos.aspx

e The 2026 South Carolina Legislative Session opens on January 13, 2026. Mr. Cheatham is the
legislative delegate for the Board. Mr. Rose or Virginia Wetzel will notify the Board members if
any items affecting the Board are presented during the session.

e The Board has 799 individual landscape architects and 238 firms actively licensed. Twenty-five
licenses have been issued since the previous Board meeting.

e The Board is working on a newsletter to post on the website.

e The CLARB Annual Meeting will be held on August 27-29, 2026, in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
Details will be forwarded to Board members as they are released. Individuals interested in
attending should ensure that their passport is up to date.

e The LARE is being offered December 1-17, 2025. Registration closes on November 24, 2025.

e The next Board meeting is scheduled for February 4, 2026.

Financial Report
Mr. Rose provided information to the Board regarding the current cash balance as of September 30,
2025.

Office of Investigations and Enforcement (OIE) Report
Mr. Rose stated that there is one pending case in the Office of Investigations and Enforcement.

Investigative Review Conference (IRC) Report
Mr. Rose stated that there is no Investigative Review Conference report.

Office of Disciplinary Counsel (ODC) Report
Mr. Rose stated that there are no cases in the Office of Disciplinary Counsel. One case had been closed
since January 1, 2025.

Old Business
1. Report from CLARB Annual Meeting. Mr. Kinney stated that the CLARB Annual Meeting
presented several items of interest. Highlights included:

e Opportunities for Member Board Executives (MBE’s) to interact and discuss regulatory
issues and problem-solving techniques.

e International practice, particularly identifying jobs beyond the United States borders.

e The role of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in streamlining the licensure process.

e Changes to the Landscape Architect Registration Exam (LARE) to keep pace with trends
in the profession.

Mrs. Dukes agreed that the meeting was well attended with 230 members, and introduced new
subject matter. The dynamic presentation from the President of the International Federation of
Landscape Architects highlighted the importance of hitting the mark in protecting the health,
safety, and welfare of the public.

New Business
1. Review and Discussion of Staff level Audits for Continuing Education Compliance. Mr. Rose
stated that continuing education audits have not been conducted due to configuration issues
with CE Broker. He requested the Board designate staff to review and approve the audits in an
effort to expedite the process, and to save the Board members time since their rising licensure
numbers have resulted in more audits.



MOTION: Mr. Simmons moved to delegate staff level approval for standard continuing education
audits, and to delegate two Board members to review audits unable to be approved at
staff level.

Mr. McLeod seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

MOTION: Ms. Catalano moved to delegate Mrs. Dukes and Mr. Cheatham to review questionable
continuing education audits.
Mr. Simmons seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

2. Discussion of Board Finances and Funding Request. Mr. Rose explained the Board cannot
provide funding to a single licensee through a scholarship or other funding request because our
statute does not permit it.

Mr. Barron requested additional details related to the the cash report provided in the Board
Executive materials. Mr. Barron will email Mr. Rose his specific questions for research and follow
up. Mr. Kinney requested the discussion of finances be carried over to the next meeting.

3. Review and Discussion for Virtual Pocket Cards for Biennial Renewals. Mr. Rose stated that the
agency has an option available for licensees to get a virtual card upon receipt and renewal of
their license.

MOTION: Mr. Simmons moved to authorize virtual pocket cards.
Mr. McLeod seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Agenda Topics for Future Meetings
e Mr. Simmons requested an agenda item for qualifications of Board members.

Public Comments
There were no public comments.

Adjournment
MOTION: Mr. Cheatham moved to adjourn.

Mr. McLeod seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:49 a.m.



