
October 23, 2025 

To the Physicians of the 4th Congressional District: 

Having been a licensed Osteopathic Physician in South 
Carolina for 26 of my 30+ years in the practice of Emergency 
Medicine, I would relish the opportunity to serve as a member 
of the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners (SCBoME) 
to ensure the continued ethical practice of medicine in the 
State of South Carolina.  I believe my experience of having 
worked in SC communities of all sizes (rural to urban), training 
future Osteopathic Physicians, Physician Assistants, and Nurse 
Practioners, as well as my 21 years of service to the State as a 
member of the SC Air National Guard, has provided me with 
the experience and insight necessary to be an effective 
member of the Board.  

 I would greatly appreciate your vote.  Thank you. 

 

V/r 

Thomas J. Watts, D.O. 

Thomas J. Watts, D.O.
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  Current as of:   10/23/2025 

 
PERSONAL 
I am a residency trained, ABEM certified, Emergency Physician with 
over 30 years of experience and additional training in Aerospace 
Medicine. 
 

        EMPLOYMENT 
 
2011-present Bon Secours Mercy Health System 
 Emergency Department Staff Physician; Bon Secours Mercy St. Francis 

Hospitals, Greenville, SC 
 
2003-2024 South Carolina Air National Guard 

Retired as the State Air Surgeon (with the rank of Colonel), Joint Force 
Headquarters, South Carolina Air National Guard, Eastover, SC.  

 
2008-2010 The Schumacher Group 
 Part-time Emergency Department Staff Physician at Wallace Thomson 

Hospital, Union, SC 
 
2005-2008 Team Health-Southeast 
 Part-time Emergency Department Staff Physician at St. Francis 

Hospitals, Greenville, SC 
 
2004-2011 Upstate Emergency Physicians, LLC & HPPartners, Inc 
 Emergency Department staff Physician at Mary Black Memorial 

Hospital, Spartanburg, SC 
 
1999-2004 Midlands Emergency Physicians, P.A. 
 Emergency Department staff Physician at Tuomey Regional Medical 

Center, Sumter, SC.   
 
1997-1999 Emergency Medicine of Indiana, P.C. 
 Emergency Department Staff Physician at Lutheran Hospital, Fort 

Wayne, IN. and Marion General Hospital, Marion, IN 
 

1996-1997       Spectrum Health AeroMed  
Flight Physician, Grand Rapids, MI 
 

1995-1997       Emergency Medicine Consultants, P.C.   
Emergency Department Staff Physician; Doctor’s Hospital, Jackson, 
MI. 
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1994-1997       Mason Community Health Center 
Staff Physician at Mason Urgent Care, Mason, MI 

 
1989-1991 Sparrow Hospital 
 Emergency Department Medical Technician; assisting nursing staff in 

the Emergency Department of Sparrow Hospital, Lansing, MI 
 
1985-1989 Advance Medical Transportation & Metro EMS 

Emergency Medical Technician; performed pre-hospital care and 
transport of the sick and injured in the Detroit, MI metropolitan area. 

 
        ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 
 
2022-2024            State Air Surgeon, Joint Force Headquarters, SCANG.   

Primary liaison between the Adjutant General of South Carolina and 
the Air National Guard Surgeon General.  The SAS helps to ensure that 
the State maintains a viable and healthy force for worldwide 
deployment, in addition to serving as the Public Health Emergency 
Officer for the 169th Fighter Wing. 

 
2016-2022       Chief of Aerospace Medicine, 169th MDG, SCANG 

Responsible for the administrative supervision of Flight Medicine 
operations of the 169th Medical Group & 157th Fighter Squadron which                           
includes: occupational health, public health, physical examinations 
and disability evaluations. 

 
2006-2010       Chief of Professional Services, 169TH MDG, SCANG 
 Responsible for administrative supervision of professional medical 

staff members as well as Laboratory services. 
 
2004-2024 Medical Director, McEntire JNGB Fire Department 
 Responsible for training and medical oversight of fire department 

EMT’S and First Responders 
 
2002-2004 Assistant Medical Director, Sumter County EMS 
 Responsible for assisting the Medical Director in Quality Assurance 

and educational activities 
 
1997-1999 Medical Director, Aboite Township, IN Volunteer Fire Department 

Responsible for the medical oversight and training of EMS personnel 
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ACADEMICS 
 

1997- Present Assistant Clinical Professor, Section of Emergency Medicine, 
Department of Internal Medicine, Michigan State University - College 
of Osteopathic Medicine 

 
2014-2021 Clinical Faculty, Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine-

Carolina Campus.  Engaged in the clinical instruction of 4th year 
Osteopathic medical students in Emergency Medicine. 

 
2017-2020 Clinical Faculty, North Greenville University Physician's Assistant 

program:  Responsible for the clinical training of PA students in 
Emergency Medicine.  

 
2023 Public Health Emergency Management 
 Advanced training in the evaluation and management of Public Health 

Emergencies required for designation as the Public Health Emergency 
Officer for the 169th FW, SCANG.  Defense Medical Readiness 
Training Institute; NGRC, Joint Base Andrews, MD 

 
2023 Aircraft Mishap Investigation and Prevention. 
 Advanced training in investigating the medical factors involved in 

aircraft mishaps to prevent future occurrences 
 USAF School of Aerospace Medicine; Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 
 
2015-2016            Air War College 
                             Completed non-resident graduate level Professional Military Education 

via distance learning; Air University, Maxwell AFB 
 
2008-2009 Aerospace Medicine Primary Course 
 Primary training in Aerospace Medicine required for designation as 

Flight Surgeon in the USAF; USAF School of Aerospace Medicine. 
 
2005-2006       Air Command and Staff College 
 Completed non-resident graduate level Professional Military 

Education via distance learning; Air University, Maxwell AFB 
 
1994-1997 Michigan State University - Emergency Medicine Residency   
 Lansing, MI.  Co-Chief Resident 
 
1993-1994 MSU-COM/Grace Hospital:  Rotating Osteopathic Internship, 
 Detroit, MI. 
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1989-1993      Michigan State University - College of Osteopathic Medicine 
East Lansing, MI.  Doctor of Osteopathy 
 

1983-1988 Wayne State University, Detroit, MI.  B.S. – Psychology; Minor in 
Biology 

 
LICENSES & CERTIFICATIONS 
 
• South Carolina Physician’s License # 00567 
• American Board of Emergency Medicine (ABEM) Certification 

(1998-present) 
• American Osteopathic Board of Emergency Medicine (AOBEM) 

Certification (1999-2009)  
• Primary Training in Hyperbaric Medicine, USC/Richland 

Memorial Hospital (1997) 
• Primary Training in Emergency Ultrasound SCACEP(2001) 

 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 
 Catholic Medical Association 
 
NON-PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 
 Knights of Columbus 
 Veterans of Foreign Wars 
 American Legion 

 
PUBLICATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

 
• “Management of Toxicological Emergencies”, RAF Lakenheath, 

Lakenheath, England 2005; Wilford Hall Medical Center, Lackland 
AFB, 2003 

• 1991 SOMA Internship Evaluation Guide (Editor) 
• Hough D, Watts T, Eye Injuries and Sports:  Prevention is the Key; 

Your Patient and Fitness:  McGraw-Hill, 1993, 7:4  
• Watts T, Murdock D, Searls L, Hypercapnia associated with an 

acute atlanto-axial rotatory fixation.  Manuscript submitted to 
Pediatric Emergency Care for publication   

• Watts T, Hughes MJ.  Epidemiology of injuries in a 3-on-3 
basketball tournament.  Poster presentation at 1997 ACOEP annual 
meeting. 
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• Hughes MJ, Prodinger R, Watts T, et al.  Non-use of bicycle helmets 
on Mackinac Island, abstract submitted to the 1997 SAEM annual 
meeting.  Poster presentation at 1997 ACOEP annual conference 

• Hughes MJ, Wilger M, Klein EA, Nirady L, Watts T, et al. 
Epidemiology of bicycle injuries on Mackinac Island. Abstract 
submitted to the 1997 SAEM annual meeting.  Poster presentation 
at 1997 ACOEP annual conference. 

 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 
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