
South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation 
South Carolina Board of Examiners in Opticianry 

110 Centerview Dr. • Columbia • SC• 29210 
P.O. Box 11329 • Columbia • SC• 29211-1329 

Phone: 803-896-4681 • Contact.Opticianry@llr.sc.gov • Fax: 803-896-4715 
llr.sc.gov/opti 

 

Opticianry Examination Information (12/2019) 

 
Examination Information 

Opticianry Licensure 
All applicants seeking licensure must pass both the American Board of Opticianry’s (ABO) National Opticianry 

Competency Examination and the South Carolina Practical Opticianry Examination. 

• National Opticianry Competency Examination: Examination information, registration and study 

materials can be found on ABO’s website. Applicants will register and pay ABO for all examinations. 

Applicants may take the national exam as often as necessary until a passing score is achieved. Applicants 

must submit proof of passage of exam prior to licensure. 

• Practical Opticianry Examination: The Board requires passage of the ABO Virtual Practical 

Examination. Upon application approval, applicants will be made eligible for the examination 

and provided with proof of eligibility to be submitted with exam registration. Registration, exam 

information and study materials can be found on ABO-NCLE’s Practical Exam webpage. 
The practical examination may be taken twice before restrictions may be applied. Additional attempts 

require an application for re-examination and a year period following the notice of failure. 

 

Contact Lens Dispensing Licensure 
All applicants seeking licensure must pass both the American Board of Opticianry’s (ABO) National Contact 

Lens Registry Examination. 

• Contact Lens Registry Examination: Examination information, registration and study materials can be 

found on ABO’s website. Applicants will register and pay ABO for all examinations. Applicants may take 

the national exam as often as necessary until a passing score is achieved. Applicants must submit proof 

of passage of exam prior to licensure. 

 

Re-Examination 
An applicant who has passed one (1) of the two (2) required exams, must submit a completed Re-examination 

Application to the Board for the failed exam, provided a period not greater than five (5) years has elapsed since 

the applicant took the examination which was passed. If more than five (5) years has elapsed, the Board may 

inquire into the applicant’s training, work and study during the period and may require the applicant to retake both 

examinations, if sufficient training, work or study has not been found. 
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